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Broncs sweep Iona
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SWING - Junior Aldo Alonzo swings at a pitch during a 14-2 victory over Iona Tuesday. The Broncs swept the Gaels in a three-game series.

By JUAN FLORES
The Pan American

The University of Texas-Pan American
Broncs baseball team finished off the Iona Gaels
of New Rochelle, New York on Tuesday to
complete a three-game sweep over the Gaels.
UTPA defeated Iona 9-8 and 6-1 and
completed the sweep in style with a 14-2 win.
With the three consecutive victories, the Broncs
improved to 14-13 on the season, one game shy

of last year’s win total of 15. They have four out
of the last five games.
“We had our minds set for the game,” firstyear head coach Willie Gawlik said. “We played
great all weekend.”
After the Broncs denied Iona (1-6) in the first
frame, senior Bruce Kennedy smacked a triple
to center field and crossed home on an
overthrow to third base from the outfield to give
a quick UTPA a 1-0 lead.
Pan Am led 1-0 until the bottom of the third

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

UP TO BAT - Junior Matt Sisk follows through in an action against Iona.

inning when the Broncs broke the game wide
open. After singles by Kennedy and sophomore
Marco Garza, junior Matt Sisk drew a walk to
load the bases. One batter later, sophomore Tony
Ortiz belted a single to left and Kennedy scored
for the second time to put the Broncs up 2-0.
With the bases still loaded, Iona pitcher Luke
Lambo hurled a wild pitch to score Garza and
give Pan Am a 3-0 advantage.
Following two more runs by UTPA, freshman
Louie Alamia hit a RBI single to centerfield to
score Eichel, and Alamia later crossed home on
a single by junior Aldo Alonzo to take a
commanding 7-0 lead. Alamia went 1 for 3 at
the plate, and with the successful at-bat
improved his hit streak to 19 games, just three
games shy of the school record set by Joel
Hernandez in 1975.
Kennedy made his second plate appearance of
the third inning count when he belted a triple
deep to center to score Alamia and Jerome
McCoy for an 8-0 UTPA advantage. Kennedy
later crossed home when Garza hit a RBI single
to left field that made the score 9-0.
Kennedy made the most of his at-bats against
Iona, going 4 for 5 with two RBIs and three runs
scored.
“When Kennedy is a strong hitter, he can get
it going,” Gawlik said.
Later in the inning, Ortiz pounded a two-run
double to right field to make the score 12-0. Iona

See IONA page 13

Pan Am second at
inaugural tourney
By JUAN FLORES
The Pan American
The Broncs continued their assault
on last year’s 15-38 record by winning
two of three 2-1 at the first UTPA/Al
Ogletree Classic March 14-16.
The tournament is named after
former Bronc head coach Al Ogletree
who coached the Broncs for 29 (19691997), and ranks 10th on the all-time
collegiate coaching victories list with
1,217 wins.
The Bronc legend also has the
distinction of coaching teams to 12
NCAA Playoff appearances, and
skippered UTPA’s College World
Series Team of 1971. That year the
Broncs finished fourth in the nation
and Ogletree earned national Coach of
the Year honors.
Fast forwarding to 2003, UTPA
won its first and last games of the
tournament, picking up victories
against Prairie View A&M and Iona,
but stumbled against Illinois, the
eventual tournament champion.
Illinois swept the competition at the

See OGLETREE page 13
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Campus

Dr. Michael
Parenti, a noted
political
scientist, author
and progressive
thinker, will be
the keynote
speaker for
South Texas
Community
College
Globalization
Conference, and
he will also be
appearing at the
University of
Texas-Pan
American.
Parenti, the
author of several
left-leaning
books, will
address the
situation in Iraq
at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday,
March 26 at the
Student Union
Auditorium.
Thursday, March
27, he will head
STCC’s
conference at the
Pecan Campus
Auditorium at 11
a.m.
Parenti earned
a doctorate from
Yale University
in 1962, has
taught at a
number of
universities, and
has written 17
books about
American
institutions,
mainly in a
critical vein. His
“Inventing
Reality: The
Politics of News
Media,” was a
big national hit
in 1982.
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Pensive
Pride
Edinburg father follows medic
son’s tour of duty in Iraq
The Pan American
BIG NEWS ON MONDAY NIGHT
Alex Davila reached into his pocket and
pulled out a folded envelope. He had just
heard that President George W. Bush had
given Saddam Hussein 48 hours to leave Iraq
or face American military intervention.
For Davila, a custodian at the University of
Texas-Pan American, hearing that news
carried a bigger impact than it would for most.
As he unsheathed the letter, he said, “This is
from my son, I always carry it with me. Right
now, he’s 20 miles from the Iraqi border.”
When the invasion of Iraq begins, Davila’s
son, Alex Jr., an Edinburg High School
graduate, will be right in the middle of it. As a
Navy ICU nurse, the 30-year-old is part of a
special eight-person team called the Forward
Resuscitative Surgical System, which is
responsible for acting as a team of medics in
the battlefield. While many medical units
remain at the rear of military action, Davila Jr.
and his bunch of specialists will be heading
into the fray right behind the Marines,
according to his father.
“Well, I have many letters from him, this is
just the latest,” said Davila, who works in the
Communication Arts and Sciences building
five days per week. “Alex can only tell us so
much because of how the military watches all
the letters that come out.”
Indeed, one of the latest letters from his
son, postmarked Feb. 14, makes mention of
that fact. It also reflects a yearning on the part
of the younger Davila to brief his father about
the plans of attack. But again, no such chance.
“There are many things I want to tell you,
but I can’t b/c it is top secret information,” Lt.
Davila writes. “The way we are going to
attack is going to be very dangerous to the
FRSS….I want to tell you the battle plans but
I have to wait. Just remember that I love you
very much.”
LIFE ON THE LINE
For his part, Davila the father is confident
that his son is going to be an effective part of
the force that liberates Iraq. He didn’t bat an
eye when he heard the news of the Bush
ultimatum. Such is a father’s faith in a son,

and
a
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COMMON BOND— Alex Davila Sr. (above) is a UTPA custodian
whose son Alex Jr. (inset) is on the frontlines on the Iraqi border.

man’s faith in his country. Davila Jr. has been
in the service for 12 years. His six brothers
and sisters, ranging from age 12 to 29, are
back in Edinburg. Now the oldest child’s life and those of the other Americans in the
Persian Gulf - is about to get interesting.
Crisis has a tendency to do that.
Until five weeks ago, he was stationed at
Jacksonville, Fla. Then the war zone
beckoned.
“It was like, ‘OK, you got 48 hours to get
packed and go,’” said the father of his son’s
prompt call-up. Forty-eight hours to move.
Just like Saddam.
With the country on the brink of war, some
media outlets insist that America finds itself
somewhat divided over the impending
conflict. But the elder Davila believes
otherwise.
“I can’t say I agree with the anti-war
protesters,” said Davila. “Saddam has been
lying and playing a game with the world for
12 years. It’s time for him to go! The other
countries who bought his story, well…they’re
not us.”
He noted that he’d like to stand on the street
facing the local anti-war group, which has

rallied several times in McAllen during the
last six weeks, and fly the Navy flag his son
sent him. For now, he is content to display the
flag in the front yard of his Edinburg home,
“That’s all you see on TV is the anti-war
stuff, but I think the majority of Americans
are going to support our troops,” said the
custodian.
EXPECTATIONS
Davila says that his son believes the
operation will be a quick one, and that is
something that the Bush administration is
surely counting on. The second United
Nations resolution became a non-starter this
week, and the Americans have decided to go
into Iraq without the backing of the Security
Council. But that doesn’t faze the troops,
according to the Davilas.
“Alex said that the soldiers there think that
70-75 percent of the Iraqi soldiers are going to
surrender, in a hurry,” said the elder Davila.
“The tents for the FRSS are guarded by
Marines and there are jets and helicopters
flying at all times.”
Davila Sr. said his son makes continual

See DUTY page 3
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Men’s tennis entering heart
of conference schedule
For Broncs, four of next eight matches against Southland
Conference foes; Lady Broncs look to finish strong
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Support for Lady Broncs
The UTPA athletic department’s women’s
basketball team endured a season of
adversity.
In spite of all the hardships. these women
had to endure they never once complained to
the Director of Athletics, the Assistant
Athletic Director for Academics and Student
Services, or the Senior Woman
Administrator/Compliance Coordinator.
They continued to carry a 3.1 overall grade
point average, listened to their new coaches’
strategies for each game, and took an 0-11
record into the second half of the season.
Despite this and negative publicity by the
McAllen Monitor, they didn’t quit, they
never complained, they continued to give
110% in each game despite being out-

womaned at practically every position. They
sacrificed their bodies, diving after loose
balls, driving to the basket despite getting
‘ambushed’ and their shots rejected.
Having watched UTPA athletics for over
30 years, I was totally impressed with the
dedication of these young women. And the
coaches were a class act-professional,
dedicated, polished in Xs and Os and
determined. There is no doubt in my mind
that these women are WINNERS and no
doubt will succeed in their chosen fields and
in life because they have shown they can
"suck it up" and turn negatives into
positives. Most athletes if placed under
similar conditions would have a bevy of
excuses for their losing record. Not these
young women.
If you ever meet any one of these Lady

NEWS

Broncs in class or in the student union, or in
the malls, go up to them and tell them how
much you appreciated their efforts and that
you are proud of them. Don’t be afraid to
talk to them. They are friendly people and
would love to chat with you. And that goes
for the coaches as well. Tracy Anderson,
DeAnn Craft, and Kate Galligan, although
taking no credit themselves, helped bond
these women together and should be
commended for their efforts. Watching these
ladies work and play this year, and being
invited to be an honorary coach for the win
against Texas A&M Corpus Christi, made
me proud to be an ex-Bronc. Way to go
Lady Broncs!
Antonio de la Peña
UTPA Faculty Athletics Representative
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Male nurses see rising demand

By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
In the nursing field, the majority of
employees have always been female.
Heretofore, many men haven’t shown much
interest in the field, and consequently
recruitment of them has been sporadic. The
result is that male nurses, who bring many
positive aspects to the job, are in increasing
demand around the country.
According to Dr. Bruce Wilson, associate
professor at the University of Texas Pan-

American, there are several reasons for the
shortage of male nurses other than the
profession being predominantly female.
One deals with history.
“It dates back to 1896 when female
nursing schools were organized,” Wilson
said. “Men were not allowed to attend these
schools.”
However, Wilson added the issue
changed in 1982 when the government
supported men being allowed in nursing
school.
“This was just two decades ago,” Wilson

said.
Dr. Connie Huerta, chair professor for the
nursing department, believes one of the
reasons for the shortage is that often men
are shy about joining the profession for fear
of being considered soft.
“In reality, males are as caring as women
and desperately needed in the profession,”
Huerta said.
Once a year, Huerta admits
approximately 90 or more students into the

See SHORTAGE page 5

Riding a three-match win
streak into Saturday’s Southland
Conference match against Lamar,
the University of Texas-Pan
American men’s tennis team
couldn’t have picked a better time
to play its best tennis.
And with half of the remaining
schedule against conference
opponents, the Broncs (7-4, 0-1
conference) are in a prime
position to make waves in the
Southland Conference.
“We feel like we can compete
against anyone in the conference.
There isn’t a big favorite this year
in the conference and we feel like
we can compete against all of
them on a day in, day out basis,”
said head coach Todd Chapman.
“We’ve got some tough matches
coming up, against Lamar
Saturday, and against UTArlington next weekend. We’re
the favorite against Lamar, but
we’ll have to show up and play.
We have a good rivalry going,
and they’ll come here expecting
to beat us like we’re expecting to
beat them.”
In most recent action, the

Broncs came off a nine-day layoff
to pound Cameron 6-1 on
Monday.
After losing the doubles point,
the Broncs rattled off six straight
singles wins to earn the victory.
“I probably wasn’t the smartest
coach in the world scheduling
that match the Monday after
Spring Break,” Chapman said.
“We started slow in the doubles,
and you could tell we had about
nine days off. There wasn’t a lack
of effort, we were just a little
rusty.”
Last season, the Broncs
finished 10-9 and 3-3 in the
Southland Conference. With eight
matches left on the schedule, the
men’s squad is in position to
easily surpass last season’s win
total.
“Coming into the spring we felt
we would have the opportunity to
have a good season and have the
best men’s team Pan Am has had
in a few years,” Chapman said.
“We’re about right where I
thought we would be. When
you’re playing teams that are
close to the same level you are,
you can’t predict wins and losses.
Our best tennis is still in front of
us.”

Women
While the men’s squad is
gearing up for Southland
Conference play, the Lady Broncs
are in the midst of a rebuilding
season.
After stumbling 5-2 to
Cameron on Monday, the Lady
Broncs fell to 3-14 on the season.
“We were in several of the
matches against Cameron and
were in control, but we fell
apart,” Chapman said. “The girls
are struggling with having
feelings of confidence when it
comes time to close out the match
or the set. You can’t practice the
pressure of a real-life match. You
can try to simulate it, but you
can’t practice it.”
But despite the rough and
tumble season, Chapman is
confident the experience will pay
off in seasons down the road.
“If we sat around and worried
about how many we’ve won and
how many we’ve lost, it could be
a negative thing,” he said. “We’re
trying to lay the foundation for
the future. We’re trying to bring
in three or four players in
recruiting, and hopefully we can
turn the corner.”

Photo by Matt Lynch/The Pan American

HIT - Tom Mangelschots stretches to hit a backhand during tennis practice.

Golf teams busy during break New fields help
Lady Broncs take sixth, men’s squad finishes 15th during
Spring Break competition

By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
While the majority of the
student body enjoyed Spring
Break festivities and time off
from school, the University of
Texas-Pan American women’s
golf team was taking care of
business at the 21-team
Snowbird Intercollegiate
Tournament, hosted by Northern
Illinois at the Pebble Creek Golf
and Country Club.
The Lady Broncs were on fire,
shooting a sizzling second-round
score of 308, two strokes off the
school record of 306.
That gave them a 36-hole total
of 636, good for a sixth place
finish.
The Lady Broncs were led by
junior Crystal Frazier and
freshman Daniela Cortes. Frazier
and Cortes each shot scores of 74
in the second round. Frazier's
round equaled her best at the
collegiate level.
Cortes finished the tournament
in 11th place with a total of 153,
and Frazier was 15th overall with
a combined score of 155.
"I was very pleased, and I was

really happy for Crystal and
Daniela," UTPA Head Coach
Barb Odale said. "Both of them
were nervous coming in. We
were disappointed that we
missed the school record by two
strokes, and we know we can
play even better. It gives us
something that we can build on
for the next tournament."
Also contributing with a solid
effort and shooting 80 for the
second round were freshman
Stefanie Maynard, who shot a
two-day total of 162, freshman
Nikki Boychuk shot a 166, and
junior Itziar Unanue shot for a
combined score of 167.
When dust cleared, James
Madison won the tournament
with a brilliant 591 score.
The Lady Broncs will return to
action at the Baylor/Tapatio
Springs Shootout in San Antonio
March 24.
Men’s Golf
The UTPA men’s was also in
action during the break. The
Broncs were trying to build on
their fifth place finish out of 13
teams on March 4 at the Moe

O'Brien Memorial Invitational.
The 17-team Bearkat Classic
hosted by Sam Houston State,
came off at the Waterwood
National Country Club March
17-18.
Unfortunately, the final 18
holes of the tournament were
rained out and the men could not
improve their score, finishing a
disappointing 15th place.
On the first day of the
tournament the Broncs shot
scores of 322 and 315 giving
them a 36-hole total of 637.
Oklahoma City managed to stay
ahead of the bunch and win the
tournament with a score of 588.
The players with major
contributions were junior Paul
Manganilla who led the Broncs
by shooting scores of 79 and 78
for 157 and tying for 39th place.
Freshman Craig Berger shot an
81 and a 77 for a 158, tying for
47th place.
Edinburg standout Rudy
Celedon shot an 83 and a 77 for
160 to tie for 57th place.
The Broncs will do battle
again on March 21 at the Furman
Intercollegiate, in Greenville,
South Carolina.

By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
In the past years, intramural
sports at the University of TexasPan American were popular but
there was something missing. The
activities were held across the
street from the Field house by the
railroad tracks. The participants
had to compete in dirt fields
because of the lack of space on
campus to hold the competitions.
This year the Intramural RecSports Department took a totally
different look and are now more
popular than ever. Their new
fields are now located near the
Bronc Village apartments.
There is plenty of green space
to accommodate the men and
women participating in activities.
There is enough room to have two
softball games and a soccer game
to be played at the same time.
In August, the Intramural RecSports Office moved to the Bronc
Village Apartments. It allows
them to be near the action, right
across from the playing fields.
The number of students involved
in intramural sports is growing
fast and the majority are entering
freshmen.
"We try to get entering
freshmen to participate in

intramurals because we are
hoping that they will keep coming
back every year," said junior Ene
Rios, in her first year working
under the supervision of Charlie
Caceres, coordinator of campus
activities. "It is also a way for
them to make new friends and be
involved with other people."
The most popular sport this
year seems to be flag football,
with 12 teams and two different
leagues. It is not surprising
considering the success of past
teams who made it to the National
Flag Football Championships.
The Vipers reached the
quarterfinals for the fourth
straight year last November at the
co-ed championships in New
Orleans, Louisiana.
Soccer is also popular, with
nine teams competing to win the
single elimination tournament
toward the end of the semester.
There is still an opportunity for
students to compete in Intramural
Rec-Sports. Basketball, Bowling,
Tennis, Volleypalozza, and Fun
Walk have not started yet so there
is still time for students, faculty,
and staff to make up their teams
and register.
Entry forms are available at the
Bronc Village Office in apartment
2101.
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UTPA Baseball Schedule

UTPA BASEBALL STATS
UTPA BASEBALL SCORES AND STATS
March 18
Iona
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 - 2 6 3 (1-6)
UTPA
1 0 11 0 0 1 1 0 x - 14 18 2 (14-13)
Pitchers: IONA - L Lambo; R Sullivan (3); J Kosky
(7). UTPA - R Anderson; B DiOrio (9).
Win - R Anderson (1-0) Loss - L Lambo (0-2)
Time - 2:24 Attendance - 237
March 17
Iona
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 - 1 5 2 (1-5)
UTPA
1 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 x - 6 6 0 (13-13)
Pitchers: IONA - B Parish; M Hand (5). UTPA - T
Parker.
Win - T Parker (2-2) Loss - B Parish (0-2)
Time - 2:37 Attendance - 353
March 16
Iona
0 0 0 0 1 3 4 0 0 - 8 12 1 (1-4)
UTPA
2 1 5 1 0 0 0 0 x - 9 10 0 (12-13)
Pitchers: IONA - B Baltz; C Lopez (4). UTPA - T
Sorden;
R Martinez (6); J Saenz (7); J Gibson (7).
Win - T Sorden (2-1) Save - J Gibson (2) Loss-B
Baltz (0-1)
Time - 2:58 Attendance - 325
March 15
Illinois
0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 - 4 9 1 (5-1)
UTPA
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 5 1 (11-13)
Pitchers: ILLINOIS - T Rowe; D Mazurek (8). UTPA A Guerra;
J Gibson (8).
Win - T. Rowe (1-1) Save - D Mazurek (1) Loss - A.
Guerra (2-3)
Time - 2:21 Attendance - 465
HR ILLINOIS - T. Frederickson
March 14
P. View
0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 3 7 6 (5-23)
UTPA
1 0 3 1 1 5 1 4 x - 16 21 0 (11-12)
Pitchers: PRAIRIE VIEW - J Gipson; T Munfus (7).
UTPA - J Lopez; B DiOrio (6).
Win - J Lopez (2-0) Save-B DiOrio (1) Loss - J
Gipson (1-6)

Time - 2:50 Attendance - 369
HR UTPA - M Sisk
UTPA Baseball Team Leaders
Batting
G
Louie Alamia 22
Marco Garza 26
Jerome McCoy 26
Tony Ortiz
26
Aldo Alonzo
13
B. Kennedy
25
Juan Saenz
13
Matt Sisk
23
Matt Eichel
22
T.J. Gilmer
22
J. Mason
20
Jarod Hickle 13

AB
71
109
68
103
28
92
34
72
60
68
41
28

H
30
40
23
34
9
29
9
18
14
15
8
5

R
15
22
21
17
5
20
1
13
19
12
9
6

HR
0
3
0
0
0
2
0
3
0
0
0
1

RBI
7
24
10
20
5
21
7
14
10
10
5
3

AVG
.423
.367
.338
.330
.321
.315
.265
.250
.233
.221
.195
.179

Note: based on at least 28 at-bats.
Pitching
G
John Lopez 5
Ben DiOrio 9
R. Anderson 4
A. Guerra 7
J. Gibson
12
Juan Saenz 4
R. Martinez 6
T. Sorden 9
T. Parker
8

IP
19.0
34.1
15.0
35.2
25.2
7.1
7.1
36.2
36.1

W-L
2-0
2-2
1-0
2-3
3-2
0-0
0-0
2-1
2-2

SV
0
1
0
0
2
0
0
0
0

BB
10
15
12
12
11
3
8
25
16

SO
14
19
5
15
16
10
4
29
21

ERA
1.89
2.88
3.60
4.04
4.56
4.91
4.91
5.89
9.91

Team Batting

UTPA
Opp.

G
27
27

AB
869
855

H
255
235

R HR
171 9
171 13

RBI
151
152

AVG
.293
.275

Team Pitching

UTPA
Opp.

G
27
27

IP
W-L SV
229.0 14-13 3
220.2 13-14 4

Page 14

BB SO
125 138
114 161

ERA
5.42
5.47

Date
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 2
Feb. 10
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 22
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 9
Mar. 11
Mar. 12

Opponent
SWT
Sch. (DH)
Schreiner
Lamar (DH)
Lamar
Lamar
California
Nebraska
SWT.
Inc. Word (DH)
Inc. Word
Ark.-Monticello (DH)
Ark.-Monticello
Ark.-Monticello
Texas Tech
Texas Tech
TAMUCC (DH)
TAMUCC
Reynosa (Exhib.)
TAMU
TAMU
TAMU
Sam Houston State
Sam Houston State

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

UTPA/Al Ogletree Classic (March 14-16)
Iona vs. Illinois
5-1 Illinois
Prairie View
W 16-3
Iona vs. Prairie View
9-1 Iona
Illinois
L 4-0
Illinois vs. Prairie View
13-0 Illinois
Iona
W 9-8

3 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
7 p.m.
Noon
7 p.m.

Mar. 17
Mar. 18

Iona
Iona

7 p.m.
2 p.m.

Date
Mar. 25
Mar. 26
Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Apr. 1
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 16
May 17

Opponent
Site
SWT
A
SWT
A
Dallas Baptist
H
Dallas Baptist
H
Texas A&M-Kingsville
H
TAMUCC (DH)
A
TAMUCC
A
Texas
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Texas
A
Texas-San Antonio
A
Texas-San Antonio (DH)H 5 p.m.
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
NMSU (DH)
A
NMSU (DH)
A

14
14
15
15
16
16

Result
Site
W 11-3
H
W 13-4
H
W 7-1
H
L 10-16
H
W 3-2
H
L 2-9
H
L 5-20
A
L 1-9
A
L 3-12
A
L 8-12 (10)
H
W 4-0
H
W 15-0
H
W 2-1
H
L 5-6
H
Canceled
Canceled
W 15-2, W W 6-5 4 p.m.
L 7-3
1 p.m.
L 7-4
7:30 p.m.
L 14-2
7 p.m.
L 7-5
7 p.m.
L 7-4
1 p.m.
W 3-2 (10)
7 p.m.
L 14-5
1 p.m.

W 6-1
W 14-2

Time
6:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
5 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
2/8 p.m.
2/8 p.m.

UTPA/Al
OGLETREE STATS
Team
Illinois
UTPA
Iona
Prairie View

W
3
2
1
0

L
0
1
2
3

PCT
1.000
.667
.333
.000

Tournament Results

Saturday, March 15
Iona 9, Prairie View 1
UTPA 0, Illinois 4
Sunday, March 16
Illinois 13, Prairie View 0
UTPA 9, Iona 8
Individual Batting
R
B. DiOrio, PA 1
L. Lambo, Iona 3
B. Kennedy, PA 3
A. Alonzo, PA 1
C. Robinson, Ill. 1
Chad Frk, Ill.
1
D. Potocki, Iona 1
T. Garcia, Iona 2
T. Ortiz, PA
1
J. McCoy, PA 2
S. Patrick, Ill. 1
V. Dimaria, Ill. 4
D. Bensko, Ill. 2
D. Davidson, Ill. 1
Team Batting
AB R
UTPA
105 25
Iona
104 18
Illinois 96 22
P. View 86 4

H
3
7
5
3
2
2
1
5
4
3
3
3
5
4

H
36
34
31
12

Texas Grant
will return
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Friday, March 14
Iona 1, Illinois 5
UTPA 16, Prairie View

RBI
0
3
2
3
3
3
0
1
1
1
3
1
1
2

AVG
.750
.538
.500
.500
.500
.500
.500
.455
.444
.429
.429
.429
.417
.400

RBIAVG
20 .343
16 .327
21 .323
3 .140

Tournament MVP - Ted Rowe, Ill.
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A group of students at the university had a scare for
several weeks with the recent cancellation of the Toward
EXcellence, Access & Success (TEXAS) Grant for summer
sessions. However, this week the students were able to
breath a sigh of relief when UTPA’s financial aid services
reinstated the grants, albeit for a smaller amount of money.
In recent years the university has received the most
lucrative award from the state for the Texas Grant
program. The purpose of the grant is to provide funding to
institutions that serve underprivileged students who have
taken college preparatory courses prior to enrolling in the
university. UTPA was awarded $8.4 million for 2002.
Sophomore math major Kristina Acevedo is a two-year
recipient of the Grant money and said that the cancellation
would be a terrible thing since some people are counting
on that money to attend school and are now may be forced
to acquire loans or drop out temporarily.
“I’m happy that I’m going to receive money for summer
because I get to buy my books without getting a loan,”
Acevedo said. “Now I can concentrate on school instead of
worrying about how to pay for it.”
To receive the TEXAS Grant, students must be Texas
residents in financial need, be enrolled in at least threequarters time for an undergraduate degree, has not been
convicted of a felony or a crime involving a controlled
substance.
The student must also have graduated from a private or
accredited private high school in Texas no earlier than Fall
1998, and must have completed the recommended or
distinguished achievement high school curriculum, and
enrolled in an eligible college within 16 months of high
school graduation. The other way to qualify is to receive
an associate’s degree in May 2001 or later and ne enrolled
in a higher level undergraduate program within 12 months
of receiving an associates degree.
Though the award amount varies depending on the
amount tuition and fees paid by the student, it is usually
an amount equal to the student’s tuition and required fees
at public institutions like UTPA.
For 2002-2003, TEXAS Grant recipients at UTPA
received approximately $1,475 per semester based on
enrollment for 12 hours per semester, paying for the
majority of tuition required by the students.
According to Monica Alvarado, financial aid assistant
director, the TEXAS Grant is not required to be given to
students during summer session, only in fall and spring.
“For some reason, we were not able to supply the
students funding for the summer sessions, and the
university isn’t required to fund TEXAS Grants, so
basically we were using any funding we could find to
support students through the summer sessions.”
Alvarado continued to say that although they assumed
the grant would not be issued, last week financial aid was
notified by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board that funding was available to assist TEXAS Grant
renewal students.
“We have awarded maybe 3,700-plus students for the
summer sessions,” she said. “What we want these students
to know is in order for them to be eligible for the money,
they must register by June 1.”
Alvarado explained that students must register for
either nine hours over both summer sessions, or a
minimum of five hours for one session to receive the
$1,570.
Junior history major Marilyn Huff said she has been
receiving the TEXAS Grant for two years and that it is
something she looks forward to getting each semester.
“I thought that now I’m going to have to apply for loans
to attend summer sessions, I wasn’t happy at all,” Huff
said.
Huff said that if the TEXAS Grant had been canceled
she would have had to take fewer classes, causing her to
graduate later.
“I felt relieved when I found out about the reinstatement
because now I don’t have to worry about how I am going
to pay my tuition. I can take classes that I need to take
care of,” she said.

DUTY
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continued from page 1

reference to the tension in the air at
the border camp near Iraq.
“He says you can see it in their
eyes, the soldiers, even when they
sit down to eat lunch. They are
feeling the adrenaline and are
walking around wondering when
they are going to go in. They are
ready.”
They will not have long to wait,
as the chances of Saddam giving in
are probably slim. Soon Lt. Davila
and the rest will not have to wait
any longer. The outcome waits in
the wings of history.
In the first Gulf War back in
1991, the invasion lasted two
months, and in several high-profile
cases which embarrassed the
Hussein regime, Iraqi soldiers
surrendered to news reporters. The
word is this time that the Iraqis,
notable the Republican Guard, the
nation’s top fighting force, is
prepared to weather the initial
bombardment and dig in to defend
Baghdad, the center of Iraq’s power
base. This could mean either a
siege of Baghdad or some intense
hand-to-hand urban fighting.
“Alex told me that when that
happens, he will be going right
there to the front with the troops,’”
said Davila Sr. “He said that the

Special to The Pan American

PRACTICE RUN — Alex Davila Jr., of Edinburg, is part of an elite team of
medics who have spent the last six weeks training for the invasion of Iraq.

day for that sort of thing,” he said
in a measured tone. “They don’t
even go to the latrine without a
sidearm and a gas mask with them.
They have learned how to use them
and they will do so when they need
to.”
With that said, Davila added that
he is always thinking of his son,
wondering what he is doing and if
he is safe. So is the son’s father-in-

returning recently because he said
he missed the Valley. He said he
was homesick for a place in Texas
known for its strong family unity
and orgullo or pride.
“I was born and raised in
Edinburg and I wanted to come on
back. In fact, it was my son, Alex,
who found me this job at Pan Am.
He saw it on the Internet and called
me about it.”
During his 12-year stint,
the younger Davila
graduated in four years
from Houston Baptist
University with a degree in
nursing, on the Navy dime,
and Davila Sr. says that he
plans to make a career out
of the service.
“When he had reached
the end of his first four
years he called me and
asked for advice,” he
related. “He finally
decided to go back in and
make it his life. He’s
happy with that decision
and so am I.”

CARRYING ON
His time to discuss the
issue came to a close, and
he was soon to be off
down the hallway to finish
Special to The Pan American the night’s job. But ringing
in his ears had to be the
WAITING GAME — Soldiers at Camp Coyote 20 mile from Iraq show that even during
recognition that his son,
downtime the U.S. Military has an eye toward future events.
across the globe, is in the
heart of danger.
soldiers already protect them like
“My wife cries a lot, because she
law, Ernesto Garcia, who works in
they were their mothers; if a medic
is a mother, and I think I
the College of Education at UTPA.
gets hurt, who is going to take care
understand,” said Davila. “I come
“That’s why I always carry
of the wounded?”
home from work at 2 or 3 in the
around a letter, so that I can feel
Any conflict with Iraq brings to
morning and I watch the news until
like somehow I am there with him,
the fore the chance that Saddam
you know?” said Davila Sr. “I write I fall asleep. Then I get up and
Hussein, as he has in the past, will
watch again, to see what’s
to him, and I tell him to keep his
resort to using chemical or
head down, be alert, and come back happened. My wife sees the letters
biological weapons. He used them
and his pictures in the wall and she
alive.”
against the Iranians in a war the
is sad. But we are so proud of him,
two countries fought from 1980-88
we don’t have the words to explain
LOCAL PRIDE
and again against the Kurds of
how proud.”
As a Latino, Davila Sr. knows
northern Iraq. Part of the Bush
Then, Alex Davila Sr.
that his ethnic group has shown a
administration’s reasoning behind
long history of patriotism and
straightened his work shirt and
ousting Hussein centers on that
military service. In fact, Latinos
prepared to shove off once again,
leader’s dangerous precedents
have won more medals per capita
but not before a little levity for a
regarding such weaponry, whose
than any other group in the country. serious situation.
use is banned by several
“We are a proud people with a
“The most important thing is to
international conventions.
long heritage of bravery,” he
send him that beef jerky he has
Davila Sr. scratched his bushy,
began. “Latinos have always fought been bugging me to send,” the
gray moustache as he pondered that and fought well.”
father deadpanned, turning and
possibility.
Davila took his family to
heading on down the hall, for a
“Well, they are training every
Wisconsin for eight years,
night of work and wondering.
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Campus
VO I C E

Do you think war with
Iraq was inevitable?
Edgar Silva
Business Marketing
Freshman
It is inevitable, because it needs to get
done – the faster, the better since time
was given to solve the problem.

Elsa Osornio
Undeclared
Sophomore
I think that war is not against flesh and
blood but against powers and
principalities.

Rolando Muñoz
Business Finance
Junior
It was inevitable because diplomacy
was exhausted and it may have taken
more time for action.

Olga Adame
Business Management
Freshman
Yes. War was coming because
Hussein wanted to make us believe
that he didn’t represent a threat. We
go to war to protect our sense of
freedom.

Patsy Rogers
Psychology
Junior
It needed more diplomacy because we
should have more alternatives before
jumping into a war.

Page 4

Online program
should increase
access, quality
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Kelly Helmke of San Antonio
graduated in December 2002 with a
master’s in kinesiology from the
University of Texas-Pan American
without ever having to worry about
commuting, much less finding a parking
space.
In fact, Helmke didn’t even step foot
onto the UTPA campus thanks to the
Master’s in Kinesiology Online Program
offered by the UT TeleCampus system.
“She (Helmke) not only was the very
first UTPA graduate from the Masters in
Kinesiology Online Program, but the first
from the entire UT system TeleCampus,”
said Dr. Sue Mottinger, adviser of the
online program at UTPA. “Were so proud
of her.”
Mottinger has something else to be
proud of too.
The U.S. Distance Learning Association
presented its 2002 Excellence in Distance
Learning Programming Higher Education
Award to the Master’s Degree in
Kinesiology Online, UT TeleCampus
System.
The honor was tremendous and a
surprise,” said Mottinger.
Three years ago, six UT faculty
members, including Mottinger, talked
about the need for going online.
According to Mottinger, the degree was
initially developed to meet the needs of
the citizens of Texas who were already
teaching and/or coaching in the
profession.
Mottinger admitted that none of them
were experts with online things but were
experts in their field, kinesiology.
“We did our research and then wrote an
RFP (Request for Proposal) for a grant to
the UT System TeleCampus,” stated
Mottinger.
The UT TeleCampus is a central
support unit for online education within
the UT System. The TeleCampus features
a website similar in design to a traditional
campus with admissions links, a digital
library and student support services,

according to the website,
www.telecampus.utsystem.edu.
Central to the core design is service and
providing increased access to education
without compromising the quality and
integrity of the educational offerings. The
program enhances the learning experience
by giving students time to focus on
content, rather than commute.
“We were then funded to develop 16
courses initially and have since continued
to add more courses as the need arises,”
Mottinger said.
Now 17 courses are offered, one is
being completed in development, and
three are in the process of RFP and
potential development.
Six UT System universities offer the
online degree. UTPA is one of the four
institutions that award it, along with UTEl Paso, UT-Permian Basin and UT-Tyler.
UT-Arlington and UT-San Antonio
contribute courses to the online program.
Graduate faculties from all six
universities teach the online courses.
“The news is out and we have students
from all over the world,” said Mottinger.
“I have graduate students in
Massachusetts, Hawaii, Texas, Chicago,
you name a state and we have them.
Mottinger also said she has numerous
military personnel that are stationed all
over the world taking courses in the
program.
But what are the advantages of the
online program?
One of the most important advantages
is that the student can attend without
having to quit one’s job commented
Mottinger.
“The courses are more varied and have
more of a selection, the professors are
from six different institutions rather than
just one, and most importantly, their peers
are from all walks of life,” Mottinger
said. “This makes for a great learning
environment and experience.”
Students wanting to participate in the
award-winning Online Master’s Degree in
Kinesiology program should contact Dr.
Sue Mottinger at mott@panam.edu. For
more information visit
www.telecampus.utsystem.edu.
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Stick to the facts,
stop the attacks
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
On Thursday, March 13,
former assistant DeAnn Craft
was named head coach of the
Lady Bronc women’s
basketball team. She took
over a spot that was occupied
by interim head coach Tracy
Anderson during the 2002-03
season.
The
move by
Athletic
Director
Bill
Weidner
was highly
covered
by the
media,

COMMENTARY
especially in our local
newspaper, The Monitor,
because Craft was brought
here by Anderson in
September to fulfill the top
assistant position.
It was written that
Anderson was stabbed in the
back by what was supposed
to be her good friend, and
that all of this was a cold slap
in the face for Anderson.
To me, the cold slap in the
face comes from the
journalists who wrote these
stories without knowing the
facts and without talking to
any of the people involved.
Being a journalist is about
reporting the facts as they
are, not as one thinks they
are. As an aspiring journalist

IONA

reading these articles, I was
sick to my stomach.
I have been part of the
women’s basketball program
for the last five years and I
know what the people
involved are all about. There
is no back stabbing and we
all have the same goal; make
this program better.
"It’s true that we never had
a winning season, but it’s not
going to help us when people
who don’t know anything
about us degrade us in the
paper," said senior guard
Michelle Smith.
Talk about not knowing
anything about the women’s
basketball program. I can
count on one hand the times
that Wade Baker of The
Monitor showed up for one
of our games this season.
ONE HALF. TWENTY
MINUTES. Apparently that
gives him the right to call
Coach Craft a back stabber
and say that we looked like a
middle school basketball
team.
I never talked to the guy,
but if I wanted to sink to his
standards of journalism,
apparently I have the right to
say that he’d be better off
writing scripts for Days of
our Lives. He would then
have the opportunity to create
all the "slap-in-the-face"
drama he wants.
A lot of things go on
behind the scenes that
nobody but the people
involved know about.
"There was no fact finding
and I was never interviewed
for any of these articles," said

Craft.
"I think this is a case of
someone taking their
freedom of speech too far
without any factual
reasoning," Anderson said.
"Coach Craft never
undermined the program or
me in any way."
The bottom line is that the
women’s basketball program
was affected by these
negative stories, not only
Coach Craft.
"People get negative
impressions of the program
and what we are trying to
build," said Smith. "If they
are going to write stuff in the
paper, they need to make sure
that they have all the facts
from all sides."
"How do you expect
people and the community to
support us when the first
impression they get of Coach
Craft is one of a back
stabber?" asked sophomore
guard Jennifer Piwonka.
I guess we’ll have to find
out. Because everybody hates
you when you lose, but they
support and embrace you
when you start winning.
Coach Craft’s goals will
remain the same and she will
not let the negative remarks
affect her or her team.
"My mission to make this
basketball program better
hasn’t changed," Craft said.
"If you want to be in the
coaching profession you have
to be prepared for that and
have thick skin. As long as
my players are not targeted,
it doesn’t matter what people
write."

continued from page 16

stopped the bleeding in the third when Ryan
Sullivan replaced Luke Lambo on the mound
and Eichel popped out to centerfield. Lambo
took the loss and dropped to 0-2 on the season.
After the 11-run bombardment by UTPA, Iona
could only muster one run in the fifth and a run
in the eighth.
UTPA Pitcher Ricky Anderson went eight
innings and allowed five hits and two runs to
earn his first win of the season (1-0). Bronc
hurler Ben DiOrio closed out the final inning
against Iona by giving up one run in the ninth.
The Broncs return to action March 25 when
they travel to San Marcos to face Southwest
Texas State (7-15).
NOTES: UTPA catcher Jarod Hickle will

OGLETREE

undergo surgery Thursday after relief pitcher
Marty Hand fractured Hickle’s cheekbone with a
pitch in the eighth inning.
Starting pitcher Travis Parker held Iona to one
run on five hits during his 6-1 complete-game
victory on Monday. Prior to Monday’s
performance, Parker allowed 18 runs in 6 2/3
innings in his previous two outings.
Center fielder Jonathan Mason recently left
the team for personal reasons. Mason’s last
game was during UTPA’s 14-5 loss to Sam
Houston State on March 12. Mason finished out
his season batting .195 in 41 at-bats with no
home runs, eight hits, nine runs scored, five
RBIs and six stolen bases. Gawlik moved
Jerome McCoy and John Lopez to center field
for the last four games.

continued from page 16

event to win the tourney title, while
UTPA finished second. Iona placed third
with a single win, and Prairie View
rounded out the field by going winless in
tournament play.
In addition to the team’s second place
finish, a number of Broncs garnered
individual awards for outstanding play

during the event at Edinburg Baseball
Stadium.
Catcher Matt Eichel, pitchers Tommy
Sorden and Aaron Guerra, and outfielders
Louie Alamia and Jerome McCoy were all
named to the 17-player All-Tournament
team. Illinois pitcher Ted Rowe earned the
tournament’s Most Valuable Player award.

Page 13

SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Moses sets record at
NCAA Championships

Super featherweights
to tussle in Vegas

UTPA track and field junior Amy
Moses came in 15th place in her first
appearance at the NCAA Indoor Track
and Field Championships held at the
University of Arkansas Saturday
afternoon. The Edinburg standout threw
the 20-pound weight 58 feet, 4 1/2
inches at the tournament. Moses became
Pan Am’s first student athlete to qualify
for the NCAA’s after throwing the 20
pound weight 65 feet, one inch at the
Alex Wilson Invitational at Notre Dame
held on March 7. Moses’ throw set a
new UTPA record. The NCAAs marked
the close of the indoor season. Both
men’s and women’s track and field
team’s will open up the outdoor season
March 21-22 when they participate in
the UTSA Whataburger Invitational in
San Antonio.

Jesus Chavez of Austin will go up
against Jorge Paez of Mexico in a 12round WBC super featherweight
elimination bout on March 22 at
Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas. Other
fights include: a 12-round bout between
Jose Luis Castillo of Mexico and Juilio
Diaz of Coachella, Calif. for the vacant
WBC Continental lightweight title; and
an IBF light flyweight title bout
between Colombian Miguel Barrera and
Mexican Roberto Leyva. Barrera is the
defending champion. The event can be
seen via pay-per-view.

Union to air cricket
matches
The ICC World Cup Cricket semifinal and final matches will be broadcast
live and for free at the Student Union
Theater on March 20 (semi-finals) at
6:30 a.m. and March 23 (final) at 2:00
a.m. Australia will face Sri Lanka in the
first semi-final match and India will
take on Kenya in the second match.
The winner of the matches will advance
to the final.

Tournaments will
continue as planned
The NCAA announced Tuesday that
the men’s and women’s basketball
tournaments would go on as scheduled
despite the threat of war between the
United States and Iraq.
The first round of the prestigious
basketball tournament begins Thursday
for the men while the women’s
tournament starts on Saturday.
The Kentucky Wildcats claimed the
No. 1 spot in both the AP and USA
Today/ESPN polls entering the NCAA
tournament this Thursday.
The University of Connecticut
women’s basketball team retained its
No. 1 seed in the AP Poll after its 70game winning streak was brought to an
end by Villanova, 52-48, in the Big East
tournament final.
UConn dropped to 31-1, but managed
to maintain its No. 1 ranking by edging
out Duke.

Opening overseas
series canceled
Major League Baseball canceled the
opening series of the 2003 baseball
season between the Seattle Mariners and
Oakland Athletics that was to be held
this year in Japan. Commissioner Bud
Selig and MLB decided to cancel the
series due to the growing threat of war
in Iraq. The games were originally
scheduled to be played on March 25-26
at the Tokyo Dome. The games
between the West Coast teams were
rescheduled for April 3 and June 30 in
Oakland.

Chivas down Santos
The Chivas of Guadalajara, one of
Mexico’s most popular soccer clubs,
narrowly defeated Santos Laguna of
Torreon, Coahuila 1-0 last Sunday to
stay atop of the standings of the
Mexican Soccer League with 21 points
(6-1-3) after 10 weeks of play in the
Clausura 2003 tournament.
Guadalajara’s home win over Santos
improved Chivas to 5-0 this season at
Jalisco Stadium.
The Tigres of the Autonomous
University of Nuevo Leon (U.A.N.L.)
took over second place with 20 points
by coming from behind to defeat Atlante
of Mexico City, 2-1, on goals by
Argentinian Walter Gaitan and Mexican
Hugo Sanchez.
Tigres had fallen behind 1-0 early in
the match on an 11th minute goal by
Atlante’s Luis Gabriel Rey. In Mexico
City’s cavernous Azteca Stadium,
Monterrey tied Club America, 1-1, on a
74th minute goal by Ismael Rodriguez.
The loss dropped America to third place
with 18 points while Monterrey slipped
to 5th with 17.
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MANA chapter building local power
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
A professor’s goal to enrich young Latinas
across the Valley has become a reality for Dr.
Glendelia M. Zavala, president of the Mexican
American National Association (MANA) and
supervisor of UTPA’s Alternative Certification
Program for Educator Preparation.
Zavala started a local chapter of MANA in
2001, and it achieved full status as a complete
chapter in 2002. The Valley chapter, or Hidalgo
Chapter, is one of the two in the state of Texas
and one of 16 nationwide. The other chapter is
in San Antonio, created in 1974 as one of the
earliest in the country. Zavala serves as the
board president for the local chapter and is
active with the Texas Alliance for Human
Needs [TAHN] as the board secretary.
Zavala said the main purpose for the
organization is to mentor and create leadership
development for young Latina women. The
organization’s mission statement stands for
empowering Latinas through leadership
development, community service, and
advocacy.
“MANA de Hidalgo County was chartered
on December 1, 2001 and inducted its board
members in January 2002. The local chapter
recently incorporated and obtained its 501(C)
(3) nonprofit status,” Zavala said. “We
conduct our own fund development and operate
independently under the auspices of the national
office.”
According to the organization’s web site
[www.hermana.org] MANA, which stands for
Mexican American National Association was
created and founded in 1974 by a group of
Mexican American women. In 1994, members

decided the organization
would become a national
Latina Organization. The
organization serves as a
voice for Latina women.
“Our [MANA’S]
mission is to empower
Latina’s in leadership,”
Zavala said. “Our
organization is open to
all people, including
men and people who
want to support our
mission.”
While working on her
doctorate, Zavala
Hilda Barrientes/The Pan American
discovered MANA at an
internship conference she LATINA UPLIFT — Rep. Ruben Hinojosa (left) and U.S. Sen. Kay
attended in Washington,
Bailey Hutchison (right) listen to Dr. Glendalia Zavala March 1.
D.C. for the Kellogg
Recently, the Hidalgo chapter of MANA
Doctoral Program, in 1999. At the conference,
celebrated the kickoff of National Women’s
MANA presented for the Hermanitas (Little
Sisters) program, which is a leadership program History Month on March 1 with a Conference
titled “Empowering Today’s Woman: A Day of
for Latina girls in grades six through 12.
Personal and Professional development.
Zavala said she was impressed at the
conference and was inspired to start a chapter in Democratic congressman Ruben Hinojosa and
U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson, a
the Rio Grande Valley.
Republican, were guest speakers and presented
The organization conducts year-round
as honorary members for MANA.
fundraisers to help sponsor local Hermanitas’
“Senator Hutchinson had a long term
three-day leadership conference in Washington,
relationship with MANA and was recognized
D.C. The conference is held annually in the
by our National Organization. She was awarded
summer. There are 15 Hermanitas, or sisters, in
an Hermana award in 2001,” Zavala said. “The
the Hidalgo chapter.
empowerment conference was sparked by the
According to a recent Monitor article that
featured MANA, Zavala said, “We want girls to vision of U.S. Representative Ruben Hinojosa
have leadership opportunities outside the Valley. to carry on the tradition of National Women’s
History Month.”
A lot of us have stumbled along the way to
Hutchinson and the National CEO of MANA
becoming leaders, but we made it. We want to
co-hosted the National Hispanic Leadership
the young girls not to stumble along the way.”

Summit in Washington D.C. during the
Hispanic Heritage month, where cabinet
members addressed issues relevant to the Latino
population, Zavala added.
During the conference speech, Zavala spoke
of the visions and goals of the fairly new
chapter and the importance of National
Women’s History Month.
“Through organized efforts such as MANA,
women can effectively influence change within
their communities that benefits others. An
excellent example of women impacting public
policy occurred in 1987 when a group of
women from women’s organizations [from
every sector] petitioned congress to honor the
accomplishments of women,” said Zavala. “As
a result, Congress, in that same year declared
the month of March National Women’s History
Month.”
The event was a day filled with leadership
workshops and local exhibit booths whose
topics ranged from retail to education. Over
300 people attended.
Zavala’s next goal is to see future growth of
MANA chapters here in the Rio Grande Valley.
“I want to see a MANA chapter started in
every city in the Rio Grande Valley and use this
chapter as a regional office,” Zavala said.
The organization has many upcoming events,
including the first annual HIV Youth Health and
Leadership Forum on Saturday, April 5. The
event is open to the public and there will be
several workshops associated with HIV
education. To register early call 1-800-3337432.
If you would like to become a member or
learn more about this organization contact Dr.
Glendelia M. Zavala at 381-3486 or
MANAdeHidalgo@aol.com.
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Health/K club is Greeks illustrating
gaining popularity growing versatility
By DORA OLIVARES
The Pan American
The Health and Kinesiology club will
be promoting health by selling fruits,
juices and tacos on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the
HEPE 2 building throughout the semester.
Throughout the intramural-recreational
sports season, the H&K club will also be
selling bottled waters and Gatorades
instead of having people buy sodas and
unhealthy drinks. The intramural sports
will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. There will be
volleyball and softball games.
“There are a lot of people that don’t
work out and that don’t eat healthy, and if
we can just encourage them and help them
change something in their diet, maybe it
will later benefit them,” said Joanna Ruiz,
H&K secretary.
The H&K club consists of 27 members,
and is an organization formed more than
three decades ago that is still going
strong. The club is in charge of
conducting community hours for extra
events, the Special Olympics, and
planting trees for local parks with the
Edinburg Parks and Recreation
Department.
Last semester the club attended the
American Heart walk in McAllen, the
10K in Edinburg, the 5K in Mission, the
Walk El Valle in Weslaco and many other
walks throughout the Valley.
At the Weslaco Walk El Valle in
November 2002, the club distributed
awareness materials and taught people the
basics of walking correctly and how
important it is to stay active.
“We promote healthier lifestyles by
being an example and a role model. By
attending the walks, we encourage
everyone to join us,” said member Eunice
Lerma.
The club also attended the TAHPERD
(Texas Association of Physical Education
and Dance) Convention in Fort Worth
Texas. At the convention, the students
learn what has been successful in other
districts. The conventions also offer
information to keep up with what is going

SHORTAGE

on at national or state level. They offer
statistics, new physical education plans,
lesson plans and new ideas that can be
practiced in the Valley.
“I think that it is very important to
attend the TAHPERD Conventions
because down here in the south, we are
not able to receive all the information that
is necessary to teach the kids,” said Eddie
Quintanilla, sponsor of the Health and
Kinesiology club and health coordinator
of the Pan American Border Health
Office.
“As a sponsor, I plan to help in
attending the club’s fundraisers, and if
they need assistance in getting money
donations, I will be there to help them
out,” said Quintanilla.
Lerma is one of the members who
attended the convention.
“We attended a professional state
convention to get ideas to be able to teach
at our best when we go out into the
working field,” she said. “We had one of
the highest attendance of all the
universities that showed up to
TAHPERD.”
This semester the club is raising money
to be able to attend the Seguin Leadership
Conference on March 7-8. This
conference is part of TAHPERD and will
be held at an outdoor refuge.
All kinesiology majors and minors are
welcome to join the club.
“One thing that I like about the club is
that you are not seen as a number. You
get to meet a lot of people,” said
President Cynthia Vela. “The professors
know who you are and you can write it
down in your resume. This looks good if
you are a kinesiology major or minor.”
At the end of the semester, the club will
hold a banquet to thank all the professors
that help out throughout the semester and
to all the members that will be graduating.
Dr Semper, associate professor of
kinesiology said “I encourage our majors
and minors to join the club because
through the club, they have opened up
extra hours for the weight room and the
racquetball courts. They can get extra
time in these facilities because they are a
club.”

continued from page 2

nursing program and says about 25 to 30
percent are males.
Fernando Cabrera, a master’s student,
agrees with the percentage and says in his
undergraduate class there were four to five
males whereas in his graduate class there
are four. Cabrera added the lack of male
acceptance in the profession, paired with
not enough recruitment, are reasons for the
shortage male nurses.
“I have not seen or read any literature
referring to nurses as ‘he/she’ all it says is
just ‘she’,” Cabrera said. “In books also,
you read about nurses who are female, not
male.”
Cabrera believes the recruitment should
begin at a young age, perhaps focusing on
middle school and high school kids, to
explain that people from all walks of life
can be a nurse.
“The idea of becoming a nurse was never
pushed on me,” Cabrera said. “We need

role models to get kids to understand that
they can do just as well and become a male
nurse.”
Cabrera said the nursing field needs more
males because, although a female nurse can
perform her duties as a nurse, a male nurse
can some things without assistance and
does not have to call for help.
“It is usual for female nurses to ask a
male to help them do things like lifting the
patient,” Cabrera said.
Huerta agreed and said a nursing leader
told her; "If we could attract more males
into the nursing field we would be doubling
our nursing manpower.”
Huerta added Johnson and Johnson has
created a campaign to recruit more people
into the nursing field and address the need
of male nurses. However, she added UTPA
is relying on word of mouth and the
nursing program’s great reputation to attract
male nursing students.

By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

fraternity, the Tau Kappa Epsilon members
have volunteered their time to other
community service projects. On Feb. 27
they helped KTEX-FM radio with a radio
telethon. The fraternity members were
responsible for answering phone calls and
taking pledges. Last semester they also
helped build the new section of the
McAllen International Museum.
The fraternity members stress that being
part of a fraternity does entitle having fun,
but most important it means helping others.

The members of the Tau Kappa Epsilon
fraternity of The University of Texas-Pan
American recently dedicated some time to
helping the community, and in the process
attempted to rehabilitate the reputation of
Greek organizations around the nation.
Members of the TKEs volunteered at the
7th Annual VAMOS Scholarship Fund Golf
Tournament, which was held at the Tierra
Santa Golf Club in Weslaco. Twenty
THE MEANING OF A FRATERNITY
members of the fraternity donated their
Being part of a fraternity means more
time by either helping keep scores for the
than just having parties on the weekends.
players or by driving around and delivering
Members of the Tau Kappa Epsilon
food and beverages to the players. The
fraternity feel that they are simply a group
participation was in stark contrast to the
on campus that is united together trying to
name that many Greek groups have as funmake a bond between guys. They help each
loving, frivolous social clubs.
other with financial problems, academics,
Johnny Oliva, VAMOS Board of
relationships, and family issues. According
Directors secretary, commented that it is
to the members of the fraternity being part
very important to have young people like
of it like having an extended support group.
the members of TKE volunteering at events
“It’s another family besides your real
where money is raised to help the youth.
family,” said Garza.
He mentioned that events like the golf
They have created among themselves an
tournament were successful due to the
inner circle of friends that puts an emphasis
cause they were promoting and also due to
on brotherhood. Not only do they help each
the help they receive from volunteers.
other, but they also socialize with the
“The importance of VAMOS is we
promote higher education to the residents of community and other Greeks on campus.
The Tau Kappa
the valley,” said Oliva.
Epsilons mentioned
“Any time that we can
that it is important to
garner participation
show respect for the
from the youth of our
All we want is to look
other Greek
area we are thankful.”
back and have good
organizations on
Oliva also
memories about
campus.
mentioned that the
According to Ram
members of the
college.
De La Cruz, junior
fraternity helped out in
...We are good guys
computer science
an event that tries to
who want to make a
major, a fraternity is
make a difference in
difference and like
like a business and
the education of
helping others out
like any business they
Hispanics. He said that
have responsibilities
nationally Hispanics
- Eloy Garza,
that must fulfill. They
comprise less than 10
UTPA Student
are required to pay
percent of college
membership fees,
enrollment, so VAMOS
insurance fees, and Greek Council fees. In
and its volunteers are trying to change that
order to pay for their fees they have
statistic.
fundraisers, and for those who are having
According to Eloy Garza, sophomore
financial difficulties paying their fees the
kinesiology major, helping out at the golf
other members help them as much as they
tournament was a good experience that
allowed them to come together and help out can financially.
“We are there for each other financially,”
for a single cause. He felt they were making
said De La Cruz.
the community a better place because they
The Tau Kappa Epsilons want to be
were helping raise money for the
regarded as a group of guys who like to
scholarship fund.
help each other as well as other people.
“It feels good to know that we are all
They commented that they have fun helping
working together,” said Garza. “We are all
out and they want to get rid of the myth
here for one reason and that is to raise
that fraternities are only created to have fun
money for VAMOS.”
and throw parties.
Other members of the fraternity also
“People think that fraternities are about
found the golf tournament to be a rewarding
experience. Cesar Martinez, sophomore pre- parting and drinking, but that’s not what it’s
about,” said Garza. “We want to get rid of
law major, found that the time spent
that bad reputation that fraternities are just
helping out was worth it.
about parties.
“Just to be there I thought it was an
By helping out around campus and
honor, but it was the other way around:
getting involved in community service
they thanked us for helping them,” said
projects, they hope to help people
Martinez. “In the end it was worth it, they
understand the true meaning of fraternity
really took care of us.”
life. They mentioned that being part of a
Since the fraternity appeared on campus
fraternity allows them to create good
in 2002 it has made rapid progress. The
memories of their college years.
group was reinstated as an interest group at
“All we want is to look back and have
the university on Jan. 14, 2002 and it
good memories about college,” said Garza.
reached a colony status on April 21 of the
“We want people to know that we are good
same year, thus making it the fastest
guys who want to make a difference and
interest group on campus to be recognized
like helping others out.”
as a colony. Since the establishment of the
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Business, women
meet in McAllen
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
Female business leaders related stories of
what encouraged them to succeed and
accomplish their goals as the Woman’s
Empowerment Business Center and The
McAllen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
presented “Celebrating the Woman Within”
March 18. The conference goal was to
advise and inspire aspiring businesswomen.
The conference was held at the
Holodome Civic Center in McAllen and
was attended by approximately 100 people,
mostly women who work in the business,
education, and medical fields. Everyone
was there to receive information on how to
start their own business, and to hear the
stories of successful woman about how
they overcame hardship and dealt with
obstacles along the road to success.
Alicia Moreno, director of WEBC, said
the annual conference carries a different
theme each year; this year the theme was
leadership.
“It is important to know that there is
help out there for the small-business
woman,” Moreno said. “No matter what
obstacles they have, they can still open a
business.”
Moreno added something new to the
conference this year, as the
Mother/Daughter Program from The
University of Texas-Pan American

participated as models in a fashion show in
which clothes were provided by SteinMart.
“It was different because the mothers got
to dress up along with their daughters,”
Moreno said.
The keynote speaker in the conference
Lt. Col. Consuelo Castillo-Kickbusch (U.
S. Army, retired) stressed in her speech that
it is good to always surround yourself with
people who are positive and not negative.
She said it is good to be around people that
“lift you up.” During her speech, a card
was passed to the audience that stated her
philosophy.
“Leadership is not about you,” it said.
“True leadership is about passing onto
others the knowledge of how to succeed
and accepting greater pride in knowing that
you played a key part in someone else’s
success.”
Rosalinda Gonzalez, an educational
consultant and speaker at the event, agreed
with Kickbusch but also said that faith and
upbringing do play a big part in being
successful.
“The upbringing from my parents is next
to my faith in god,” Gonzalez said. “My
purpose is to serve others and I have done
it through all the jobs I have had in
education.”
Gonzalez is the founder of the Options
Alternative school in McAllen and said it
was not easy for her to get funding for the
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GUIDANCE – (From left to right) Abby Vela, Marie Garcia, Sonia Saenz, Alicia Moreno,
all took part recently in a conference designed to help women in business.

school. She said that most people would
ask why she was trying so hard to open a
school for discouraged kids. Her answer
was;
“They are our people, that’s why.”
Along with Gonzalez and Kickbusch,
several other speakers attended the event to
discuss how to accomplish goals and
increase motivation. The speakers
specialized in government, corporate,
business and medical fields.
Nora Delgado, an associate of Mutual of
Omaha, attended the event and said she has

done so in the past. She added that with the
information she received at the conference
she is planning to approach a lender to start
her own business. She says that she has
been able to do other things with her life
because of the information given.
“I believe everyone is an entrepreneur
but just don’t know it,” Delgado said.
There were several exhibits at the event
and were there to offer their services to
those who attended. Exhibitors included
the Small Business Administration, Acci-N
Texas, WEBC, and Mary Kay Cosmetics.
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Oscars draw close, draw predictions
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American
Oscar turns 75 this Sunday, and
this year’s ceremony should possess
just the right amount of
unpredictability to ensure a captive
audience.
Living in the Rio Grande Valley
does not always afford the
opportunity to see many of the
smaller, critically acclaimed films
until they hit video shelves. But
local theaters have received most of
the nominated films at some point
during the past year.
For those with more of an interest
in music than film, this year should
pose an uncharacteristically
intriguing Best Song race, pitting
alt-rock legends U2 against
controversial rapper (and
surprisingly accomplished actor)
Eminem.
Though my pick is for Eminem’s
harrowing, anthemic “Lose
Yourself,” I’m suspecting critical
darlings U2 will walk away with the
statuette, if only because of their
New York-related song’s connection
to recent national events. The
show’s other musical category, Best
Score looks to bestow its honor
upon Salma Hayek’s dream project,
“Frida.”
A quick run-through of some of
the more technical categories leads
one to believe that either a select
few films really were astounding
technical achievements, or perhaps
the Academy voters are fairly
clueless when it comes to things
such as Art Direction and
Cinematography, leading them to
just vote for what everyone else
seems to be talking about.
I’m guessing it’s a little from
Column A, a little from Column B.
While there are far too many of
these categories to cover in detail, I
am definitely pulling for “The Lord
of the Rings: The Two Towers” to
be given the much-deserved Best
Visual Effects prize, and I also hope
the recently deceased Conrad L.
Hall will be given the Oscar for his
amazing cinematography in “The
Road to Perdition.”
This year’s Writing category and
Best Original Screenplay nods are

admittedly unique. First, two of the
five films being recognized are
foreign-language films: Pedro
Almodovar’s “Talk to Her,” which
doesn’t seem likely to hit Valley
megaplexes, and the sensual,
brilliant “Y Tu Mama Tambien.”
The remaining choices are “Gangs
of New York,” “My Big Fat Greek
Wedding” and “Far From Heaven.”
While my pick is unquestionably
Todd Hayne’s amazing “Far From
Heaven,” I’m thinking the
immensely popular “Greek
Wedding” could take home the cake.
The Best Adapted Screenplay race
is far more conservative, but oddly, I
think a film which truly questions
the nature of adaptation will, and
should, take home the prize; Spike
Jonze and Charlie Kaufman’s mindbending, writer’s block masterpiece,
“Adaptation.” Still, if Miramax
powerhouse “Chicago” sweeps the
evening, it could certainly pick up
another gold guy for this category as
well.
While the Academy did manage
to include one of my personal
favorites, “About a Boy,” in the
writing section, they failed to
acknowledge two of last year’s most
brilliant screenplays: “About
Schmidt” and “Punch-Drunk Love.”
Shame on them.
As mentioned earlier, “Chicago”
is the night’s front-runner, boasting
an astounding 13 nominations, four
for acting. Two of the musical’s
lusty and busty dames (Catherine
Zeta-Jones, Queen Latifah) will be
duking it out in the Best Supporting
Actress category, but I’m predicting
that the film’s fans will split the
votes between them and end up
crowning a woman who’s no
stranger to Oscar, Meryl Streep, for
her amazing performance as writer
Susan Orlean in “Adaptation.” There
doesn’t seem to be enough support
for “About Schmidt” to propel
Kathy Bates to the podium, despite
some heavy buzz earlier in the race.
While Julianne Moore is typically
remarkable in “The Hours,” her role
in the film was a bit lackluster
compared to her co-stars. However,
she has achieved the rare
accomplishment of being nominated
twice in the same evening, and I

Julianne Moore stars in ‘Far From Heaven.’

think her chances for being awarded
Best Actress are far greater. In fact,
she is most definitely my pick for
her heartbreaking, amazing
performance in “Far From Heaven”
as a 1950s housewife trying to break
free of the social and racial
prejudices of the time.
The only other nominee likely to
walk away with the Best Actress
Oscar Sunday is Nicole Kidman for
her chilling role as the mentally
divergent author Virginia Woolf in
“The Hours.” While I agree she did
a fabulous job, I think that a win for
her would more likely be due to the
film’s popularity and the fact that
she underwent a fairly severe
physical transformation for the role.
The Oscar will go to one of these
women. The other three ladies
haven’t got a chance.
Best Supporting Actor, however,
seems to be a more difficult race to
judge. Ed Harris does an impressive
job as a poet dying of AIDS in “The
Hours,” but let’s face it, it’s a small
role in a big film and he’s
essentially the Susan Lucci of the
film world.
Paul Newman proved he still has
astonishing screen presence in last
summer’s gangster drama “The
Road to Perdition,” but the film
hasn’t received much Oscar buzz,
and many folks have already
forgotten about it.
Christopher Walken delivered an
amazing, surprisingly warm
performance in Spielberg’s fantastic
cat-and-mouse pic, “Catch Me If
You Can.” But again, the film hasn’t
had much publicity lately, and
Walken probably seems a bit too
bizarre for some voters’ tastes.
Therefore, I’m thinking the
winner’s envelope will bear the
name Chris Cooper, for his stellar,
goofy, hilarious turn in the equally
maniacal “Adaptation.” He’s my
pick, and I think he will be the
Academy’s pick as well.
Next comes the Best Actor
category, and guess what? Neither
Russell Crowe nor Tom Hanks are
making an appearance this year!
With these two shoo-ins out of the
running, the voters may have
actually had to do some homework
this season. They could easily just
checkmark Jack Nicholson on their
ballots for his perfect portrayal of a
retired Midwestern man, struggling
to find meaning in his life, in
Alexander Payne’s beautiful “About
Schmidt.”
Two months ago, however, his
chances were far greater than they
are at this moment, for “Schmidt”
only earned two Oscar nominations,
and was completely left out of the
Best Picture and Best Screenplay
categories. I think the film’s
unusual blend of drama and comedy,
not to mention its satirical elements,
made it a hard film for some voters
to pin down. This is truly a shame,
for it is a touching, important work
from one of the most important
American filmmakers working
today.
That said, I’m nevertheless
rooting for Daniel-Day Lewis, who
provided the most captivating

75th Annual
Academy
Awards
Date: Sunday, March 25
Time: 7:30
Station: ABC, Channel 5
performance I saw on screen all
year.
As Bill the Butcher in Martin
Scorsese’s violent, bloody “Gangs
of New York,” he owned every
scene he’s in, and he also
unintentionally brought attention to
how bad Leonardo DiCaprio and
Cameron Diaz are in an otherwise
breathtaking epic motion picture.
I truly think the race will come
down to these two accomplished
masters of the form, but don’t be
completely shocked if the younger,
lesser-known Adrien Brody hears
his name read aloud near night’s
end. His title role in Roman
Polanski’s “The Pianist” was the
harrowing role which finally cast a
deserving light on this extremely
talented actor who’s been turning in
brilliant supporting performances for
over a decade.
Still, the film itself would need a
truly big, sweeping push on Oscar
night to convince voters to invite
this relative outsider into their
special club.
The night’s final two awards may
actually be their most predictable.
Everyone is looking for Martin
Scorsese to be named Best Director
for “Gangs of New York,” not
necessarily because he deserves it
this time around, but because the
acclaimed auteur has never won
before.
I’d love to see him be rewarded
for bringing his lifelong dream
project to the screen, but in all
honesty, he has made far greater
films in the past (“Mean Streets,”
“Taxi Driver,” “Raging Bull,”
“Goodfellas”). His only real
competition is newcomer Rob
Marshall and cinematic legend
Roman Polanski, but Marshall is an
unknown newcomer, and Polanski’s
criminal past may still be on voters’
minds.
While Scorsese seems to be the
favorite for Best Director, it would
take some sort of miracle for
“Gangs of New York” to actually
win Best Picture. My bets are on
“Chicago,” although my favorite
choice among the five nominees is
easily “The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers.”
But if the Academy snubbed
director Peter Jackson for his
remarkable achievement on this
epic, modern masterpiece, I highly
doubt they’ll give his film the honor
it deserves.
For a complete list of nominees
and categories, check out
www.oscar.com.

TOP FILMS
1. ‘Far From
Heaven’
2. ‘The Lord of the
Rings: The Two
Towers’
3. ‘About Schmidt’
4. ‘Punch-Drunk
Love’
5. ‘Catch Me If
You Can’
6. ‘About a Boy’
7. ‘Y Tu Mama
Tambien’
8. ‘Adaptation’
9. ‘Chicago’
10. ‘Auto Focus’

RUNNERS-UP
• ‘Confessions of a
Dangerous Mind’
• ‘8 Mile’
• ‘Gangs of New
York’
• ‘The Hours’
• ‘Minority Report’
• ‘The Pianist’
• ‘The Road to
Perdition’
• ‘Solaris’
• ‘Twenty-Four
Hour Party
People’
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Around
Town
South Padre Island
Spring Break Events
March 20-24
Place: Louie’s Backyard,
2305 Laguna Blvd.
Event: March 20 - Rapper
Vanilla Ice; March 21 Reggae and rap artist
Sean Paul Henriques;
March 22 - Rappers
Smilez & Southstar; March
24 - Rapper Sir Mix-A-Lot.
Phone: (956) 761-6406
‘Boxfan’
March 25 at 7 p.m.
Place: Student Union
Food Court
Event: Acoustic/electric
guitarist Steven Jackson
will collaborate with The
Leavers and perform in the
Food Court. The event is
free.
Strunz & Farah
March 28 at 8 p.m.
Place: Jacob Brown
Auditorium, 600
International Blvd.,
Brownsville
Event: The Brownsville
Society for the Performing
Arts presents the duo as
part of the 2nd Annual
UTB-TSC Guitar Ensemble
Festival. The duo is known
worldwide for its blend of
flamenco, Afro-Latin,
Middle Eastern and jazz.
Phone: (956) 639-3448
‘Selena’ and ‘La Bamba’
March 28-29 at 7 p.m.
Place: El Rey Theater, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Event: The El Rey Theater
presents “Selena” and “La
Bamba” as part of the
theater’s “The American
Dream” series.
Phone: (956) 971-9825

■ Beauty pageant . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . . 9
■ Oscar buzz . . . . . . . 10

Student, faculty films
presented in festival
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
Today’s screening of Sandesh
Kanfur’s documentary
“Sanhyadris-Mountains of the
Monsoon” at 7 p.m. will mark the
end of The University of Texas-Pan
American’s Independent Film
Week.
The film festival, which began
Monday, is hosted by the
University Program Board’s Media
Moguls Committee and it features
films by UTPA faculty and
students.
Among the films shown at
UTPA’s Student Union theater are
“Angel’s Revenge” by Dr. Jack R.
Stanley of the UTPA
communication department; “Mrs.
Emerson” by UTPA senior Marcos

“

It was
amazing the
way it was
filmed. I was
surprised by
the quality of
the production.
- Irma Vela, sophomore
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UTPA’s Independent Film Week closes with
‘Sanhyadris-Mountains of the Monsoon’
Saavedra; and “Cupid’s Mistake”
by Young Man Kang of Korea.
“Angel’s Revenge” is the
product of the combined efforts of
Stanley and a crew made of
students and faculty members. The
production of the movie was a
project of the Pan American
Summer Television workshop of
1993. PAST is a one-of-a-kind
program in the world and is offered
on a regular basis during summer
sessions.
With a budget of $40,000,
“Angel’s Revenge” is the only
PAST production shot on film that
has been shown to audiences. A
second film titled “Death Scene”
still awaits editing due to budget
problems.
“All the other productions are
shot on video,” Stanley said. “This
one was able to be shot on film
because [director of photography
Isaac Garza Jr.] bought a used sixmillimeter camera especially for
it.”
The film, shot at South Padre
Island and some campus locations,
spent five weeks in production and
was rushed into the postproduction phase. An awardwinning screenwriter, producer and
director, Stanley previously
presented the movie at a New York
film festival.

“I took the film to New York,”
he said. “[But] it didn’t get a good
response. We weren’t picked by a
distributor.”
Regardless of the reactions to the
film in the big apple, the audience
at UTPA laughed and cheered.
UTPA alumnus Reggie Ramirez
enjoyed the story of a disgruntled
disc jockey trying to get even with
the guy who dumped her.
“I really liked it,” he said. “I
found it very original and fresh and
I think it has a very good message
about forgiveness being the best
kind of revenge.”
Saavedra’s short film also
obtained cheering reactions from
the audience.
“It was amazing the way it was
filmed,” said UTPA sophomore
Irma Vela. “I was surprised by the
quality of the production.”
“Mrs. Emerson” was shot last
spring as part of a class project.
Working with no budget at all and
casting his own classmates,
Saavedra says the only difficulty he
faced was getting the actors’
schedules to fit the shooting
schedule.
Korean director Young Man
Kang had a similar experience to
Saavedra’s while filming “Cupid’s

See FILMS page 9

Controversial production
comes to Mexican theater
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
The cast of “The Vagina
Monologues” made an audience of
more than 300 men and women
laugh, cheer and think about the
blisses and perils of being a
woman.
The Spanish adaptation of Eve
Ensler’s play was presented
Tuesday at El Teatro del Pueblo in
Reynosa, Mexico.
The cast, conformed by
renowned sexologist Anabel Ochoa
and actresses Bianca Marroquin
and Jana Raluy, invited the
audience to create consciousness
about the victimization of women
around the world with special
emphasis on Las Mujeres de
Ciudad Juarez (The Women of
Ciudad Juarez.)

Music
Events
MARCH 20: Valley
Symphony Orchestra
Concert
MARCH 25: UTPA
Concert Band Annual
Spring Concert
APRIL 8: UTPA Jazz
Ensemble Concert
APRIL 15: UTPA Latin
Salsa Concert
APRIL 22: UTPA Choir
Concert
APRIL 24: Valley
Symphony Orchestra
Concert
All events are in the Fine
Arts Auditorium at 8 p.m.
For more information,
contact the music
department at
(956) 381-3471

Student Union
Movie Listings
MARCH 21: ‘Die
Another Day’
MARCH 28: ‘Harry
Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets’

‘The Vagina Monologues’ performed in Reynosa
Over the past 10 years, more
than 300 women have disappeared
to later be found dead in Ciudad
Juarez, Mexico, across the border
from El Paso, Texas. Most of the
victims are maquiladora workers
between the ages of 14 and 20.
“Just in the last two weeks, eight
more bodies have been found,”
said Ochoa on-stage. “Many of
their bodies were found in different
parts of the desert, either mutilated
or raped or both.”
According to Raluy, the
inclusion of the Ciudad Juarez
references in the play are the only
difference between the Mexican
version and its American
counterpart.
“This play has a social
commitment,” said Ochoa. “The

vaginas have suffered enough. The
vaginas don’t want impunity to
continue in Ciudad Juarez and the
vaginas certainly don’t want war.”
True to Ochoa’s statements, one
of the monologues featured in the
play relates the story of a woman
who was raped and abused during
a time of war.
Like in the United States, when
former New York mayor Rudy
Giuliani threatened to close down
the theater where the play was
being presented, Mexican
government officials in Toluca
attempted to ban the play.
“The theater was crowded and
the people wouldn’t leave,”
remembers Raluy. “So they didn’t

See SHOW page 9

APRIL 4: ‘The Hot
Chick’
APRIL 11: ‘Treasure
Planet’
APRIL 25: ‘Spirited
Away’
MAY 2: ‘Catch Me If
You Can’
All films are shown in the
Student Union Theater at 3
and 7 p.m.
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Whether you win
the crown or not,
[competition]
shows you skills
that reflect the rest
of your life.
- John Llanes, vice president of
John-Albert Productions

CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Tatiana Cordova
Junior
Chemistry
UTPA students place in top three at Miss Rio Grande Valley USA 2004 March 15
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
Two lucky ladies, including
UTPA’s own Karina Riojas,
were crowned during the
celebration of the 10th
Annual Miss Rio Grande
Valley USA and Miss Rio
Grande Valley Teen USA
2004 double-pageant
Saturday, March 15.
Riojas, a sophomore RadioTV/film and theater major
was named Miss Rio Grande
Valley 2003. She will
represent the Valley at the
Miss Texas USA 2004
pageant in July. The pageant
will be held in Lubbock,
Texas and be televised July
28 on NBC.
Riojas said she worked
hard in preparing for this
year’s competition and it paid
off. She won the title of Miss
South Texas 2002 in August,
which was a preliminary to
the Miss Rio Grande Valley
USA pageant.
“I was extremely excited
and I am looking forward to a
great year,” Riojas said. “My
first plan is to prepare the
Miss Texas USA pageant and
I also started a children’s
literacy program in Roma. I
hope to spread the program to
different parts of the Valley.”
Riojas, a native of Roma,
said she started the literacy
program a few months ago
and the organization is still
under the process of being
named.
“It is definitely a lot of
responsibility and I am
fortunate to know that I am a
good leader, sincere and hard
working. I also have a
positive mentality. With those
[attributes] I can handle it.”
The queen’s goal for her
upcoming competition is to
bring home the crown.
“I hope to be the first
Valley native to win the Miss

Texas USA title. The Valley
has never had a winner from
the state pageant,” Riojas
said.
Riojas had a history of
competing in local pageants
since she was a little girl, but
won her first title three years
ago. She was crowned Miss
Starr County, which was a
preliminary pageant to Miss
Rio Grande Valley Teen USA.
Riojas competed and won the
title of Miss Rio Grande
Valley Teen USA in 2000.
She competed in both the
Miss Texas Teen USA and
Miss Texas USA pageants.
Riojas hopes to pursue a
goal as an actress after she is
done with her college
education.
“I am working a deal with
an agent from L.A. and that is
currently in the process,”
Riojas said.
“My backup plan is to get
into TV or broadcasting.”
Two other runners-up, also
from UTPA, were Ruby Jean
Guerra (2nd runner-up) and
Yajaira Yuri Rodriguez (1st
runner-up).
Rodriguez, who is a
sophomore and biology/premed major, is also the
reigning Miss Edinburg USA.
The Miss Edinburg pageant
was the first pageant she ever
competed for.
“It was surprising to win. I
didn’t know much, compared
to other girls who had
competed [in pageants before.
It was exciting to win,”
Rodriguez said.“Miss RGV
was my second pageant and I
was proud of myself. I did
better than I expected.”
Rodriguez’s immediate
goals include volunteering at
the Boys and Girls Club and
graduating through the
UTPA-Galveston medical
program.
Guerra, a junior
psychology/theater major, has

acted in many UTPA theater
plays in the past. She was
also the first runner-up to
Miss South Texas 2002.
Since Riojas won the title
of Miss Rio Grande Valley
USA, Guerra now succeeds
the title of Miss South Texas
USA. She started competing
in beauty pageants a few
years ago because the
pageants offered scholarship
opportunities.
“I entered the pageant[s]
because I knew there was a
scholarship involved and
education is very important to
me, so that is my first
priority,” Guerra said.
With the Miss South Texas
title, Guerra plans to do a lot
of community work with
CASA, (Court Appointed
Special Advocates).
“It is a great cause and I
feel I can be a role model to
those children,” Guerra said.
As for competing in
pageants in the future, Guerra
plans to pursue her acting
goal.
“I may not continue
competing after college. I
plan to go after my dream of
acting. Hopefully, I will be a
future Oscar winner like Halle
Berry, who was a runner-up
like me,” Guerra said.
Third runner-up was Cindy
Vela of Brownsville and
fourth runner-up was
Harlingen’s Jessica Cavazos.
Miss Rio Grande Valley Teen
USA 2004 was Leena ElOmar from Edinburg, who
was also first runner-up at
Miss Edinburg 2002. First
runner-up was Cristal Rios
from Roma, second runner-up
was Brittany Jones of
Sharyland, third runner-up
was Natalie Bell of Weslaco
and fourth runner-up was
Michelle Quintanilla of
Mission.
The double pageant is
produced under John-Albert

Productions, which celebrated
its 10th annual pageant,
which is a local preliminary
to the state Miss Texas USA
and Miss Texas Teen USA.
The pageants are all under the
Miss USA, Miss Teen USA
and Miss Universe system.
John Llanes, executive
director/ producer and vice
president of John-Albert
Productions, and Albert
Alaniz, president, always had
a dream of producing a Valley
pageant. In 1991, there was
an article in The Monitor
looking for local directors
from the Miss Texas USA
pageant (Crystal Productions).
“Albert and I applied, and
we were selected out of 35
applicants for the pageant
franchise,” Llanes said.
Llanes said they were
honored at the chance to
produce the best preliminary
pageant in the Texas. After
the Valley’s first Miss Texas
USA preliminary pageant,
Miss Hidalgo-Starr County
USA, Llanes and Alaniz took
the top ten to the state
pageant. Since then, JohnAlbert Productions has graced
the state pageants with dozens
of young women from South
Texas. Few of the ladies made
impressions at the state level.
“I have had a fourth-runner
up, Amanda Olivarez, a
semifinalist, Lori Jackson at
Miss Texas USA. I have also
had semifinalists and a first
runner-up, Shannon Felici, at
Miss Texas Teen USA,”
Llanes said. “We prepare the
girls with workshops that
prepare them for all aspects
of the pageant.”
The pageant competition
consists of three categories:
swimsuit, interview and
evening gown. Although the
pageant system seems glitzy,
Llanes stressed that it is not
all about glamour.
“It’s not about beauty and

brains. It’s not just about
winning a title, it’s a job,”
Llanes said.
Llanes added that
competing in pageants can be
a great tool for preparing a
young woman in all aspects
of life.
“Whether you win the
crown or not, [competition]
shows you skills that reflect
the rest of your life,”
Llanes said. “And if you
don’t win the first time, keep
trying till you get it.”
Females can sometimes shy
away from competing, but
Llanes encourages all to try it
at least once in their lives.
Llanes also said to ignore the
negativity people may say
about competing in pageants.
“I say you’re never
going to know, until
you try. We always
help the girls
prepare.
Competing
will help them
in their
future,” Llanes
said. “For
those who
are
negative
about competing, don’t mock
it till you try it.”
Llanes and Alaniz both
produce the pageant as a
beloved hobby. Llanes is a
full-time R.N. and graduate
student at UTPA. He
will be graduating
with a nurse
practitioner’s degree
this Spring. Alaniz is an
accredited hair and make-up
artist, who has been the
official hair and make-up
stylist for Miss Texas USA,
Miss USA and Miss Universe.
“It is a wonderful hobby
and we do it from the heart.
This gives girls here a chance
to be part of the limelight and
to have an exciting
experience,” Llanes said.
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CD: “Come Away With Me” by Norah Jones
Movie: “El Crimen del Padre Amaro”
Book: “In the Time of the Butterflies” by Julia Alvarez

Adan Alvarez
Sophomore
Biology
CD: Evanescent
Movie: “Pulp Fiction”
Website: “www.lopeor.com

Etem Chu
Senior
Biology/Pre-med
CD: “Blessed-Hillsongs” by Darlene Zschech
Movie: “Ice Age”
Book: “Jane Eyre” by Charlotte Bronte

continued from page 7

Mistake.” For its production, Kang worked
with a budget of barely $1,000.
“I want to be a World Guinness Record
holder as a filmmaker,” he said in an e-mail
interview.
Because the record holder for the highest
budget in film making is “Titanic,” Kang set
up to do the opposite. And he accomplished
it. “Cupid’s Mistake” recently made it to the
Guinness World Record for the least
expensive feature film.
Even more exciting than filming on a low
budget was working without a script.
“I gave the actors the basic idea,” he said.
“That’s why they look so natural in the film
because 100 percent of their acting is
improvised.”
From carefully planned film productions to
risky adventurous projects, UTPA students
and faculty had the opportunity to enjoy a
variety of films during Independent Film
Week.
“It’s a shame that we hadn’t seen these
type of events before,” Saavedra said. “But
I’m glad to see they are starting to have them
more often.”

SHOW

continued from page 7

have more choice but to let the show go on.”
So it has happened. It has been over two
years since “The Vagina Monologues” was
first brought to Mexico and audiences can’t
seem to get enough of it.
“I used to think this play was a little step
further into the change of mind taking place
in women towards sexuality,” Ochoa said.
“But I never thought it would have such an
impact in our culture.”
The play has a special meaning and
significance for Raluy, too.
“I don’t think it would be the same [if we
were doing the penis monologues],” she says.
“Men haven’t suffered the violence women
have suffered throughout history. I mean,
even saying the word ‘vagina’ is still
considered taboo.”
American audiences have witnessed that.
According to the official play Website,
Vagina Monologues cast member Calista
Flockhart “tried unsuccessfully to get David
Letterman to say the word” during her
promotional appearance in his show.
However, she did get to chant the word along
with the studio audience of “Live with Regis
and Kathie Lee.”
In addition to breaking taboos and
attempting to create conscience about
women’s suffering, “The Vagina
Monologues” has proven to be quite a good
at entertaining its audiences.
“I loved the monologue that condemned
the invention of thongs, scented female
towels and tampons,” said STCC senior
Jazmin Pena. “It taught me not to be
ashamed of my body.”

“

Men haven’t suffered
the violence women
have suffered
throughout history. I
mean, even saying
the word ‘vagina’ is
still considered taboo.
- Jana Raluy, actress
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Two lucky ladies, including
UTPA’s own Karina Riojas,
were crowned during the
celebration of the 10th
Annual Miss Rio Grande
Valley USA and Miss Rio
Grande Valley Teen USA
2004 double-pageant
Saturday, March 15.
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was named Miss Rio Grande
Valley 2003. She will
represent the Valley at the
Miss Texas USA 2004
pageant in July. The pageant
will be held in Lubbock,
Texas and be televised July
28 on NBC.
Riojas said she worked
hard in preparing for this
year’s competition and it paid
off. She won the title of Miss
South Texas 2002 in August,
which was a preliminary to
the Miss Rio Grande Valley
USA pageant.
“I was extremely excited
and I am looking forward to a
great year,” Riojas said. “My
first plan is to prepare the
Miss Texas USA pageant and
I also started a children’s
literacy program in Roma. I
hope to spread the program to
different parts of the Valley.”
Riojas, a native of Roma,
said she started the literacy
program a few months ago
and the organization is still
under the process of being
named.
“It is definitely a lot of
responsibility and I am
fortunate to know that I am a
good leader, sincere and hard
working. I also have a
positive mentality. With those
[attributes] I can handle it.”
The queen’s goal for her
upcoming competition is to
bring home the crown.
“I hope to be the first
Valley native to win the Miss

Texas USA title. The Valley
has never had a winner from
the state pageant,” Riojas
said.
Riojas had a history of
competing in local pageants
since she was a little girl, but
won her first title three years
ago. She was crowned Miss
Starr County, which was a
preliminary pageant to Miss
Rio Grande Valley Teen USA.
Riojas competed and won the
title of Miss Rio Grande
Valley Teen USA in 2000.
She competed in both the
Miss Texas Teen USA and
Miss Texas USA pageants.
Riojas hopes to pursue a
goal as an actress after she is
done with her college
education.
“I am working a deal with
an agent from L.A. and that is
currently in the process,”
Riojas said.
“My backup plan is to get
into TV or broadcasting.”
Two other runners-up, also
from UTPA, were Ruby Jean
Guerra (2nd runner-up) and
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runner-up).
Rodriguez, who is a
sophomore and biology/premed major, is also the
reigning Miss Edinburg USA.
The Miss Edinburg pageant
was the first pageant she ever
competed for.
“It was surprising to win. I
didn’t know much, compared
to other girls who had
competed [in pageants before.
It was exciting to win,”
Rodriguez said.“Miss RGV
was my second pageant and I
was proud of myself. I did
better than I expected.”
Rodriguez’s immediate
goals include volunteering at
the Boys and Girls Club and
graduating through the
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program.
Guerra, a junior
psychology/theater major, has

acted in many UTPA theater
plays in the past. She was
also the first runner-up to
Miss South Texas 2002.
Since Riojas won the title
of Miss Rio Grande Valley
USA, Guerra now succeeds
the title of Miss South Texas
USA. She started competing
in beauty pageants a few
years ago because the
pageants offered scholarship
opportunities.
“I entered the pageant[s]
because I knew there was a
scholarship involved and
education is very important to
me, so that is my first
priority,” Guerra said.
With the Miss South Texas
title, Guerra plans to do a lot
of community work with
CASA, (Court Appointed
Special Advocates).
“It is a great cause and I
feel I can be a role model to
those children,” Guerra said.
As for competing in
pageants in the future, Guerra
plans to pursue her acting
goal.
“I may not continue
competing after college. I
plan to go after my dream of
acting. Hopefully, I will be a
future Oscar winner like Halle
Berry, who was a runner-up
like me,” Guerra said.
Third runner-up was Cindy
Vela of Brownsville and
fourth runner-up was
Harlingen’s Jessica Cavazos.
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USA 2004 was Leena ElOmar from Edinburg, who
was also first runner-up at
Miss Edinburg 2002. First
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Sharyland, third runner-up
was Natalie Bell of Weslaco
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which is a local preliminary
to the state Miss Texas USA
and Miss Texas Teen USA.
The pageants are all under the
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director/ producer and vice
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an article in The Monitor
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“Albert and I applied, and
we were selected out of 35
applicants for the pageant
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Llanes said they were
honored at the chance to
produce the best preliminary
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the Valley’s first Miss Texas
USA preliminary pageant,
Miss Hidalgo-Starr County
USA, Llanes and Alaniz took
the top ten to the state
pageant. Since then, JohnAlbert Productions has graced
the state pageants with dozens
of young women from South
Texas. Few of the ladies made
impressions at the state level.
“I have had a fourth-runner
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semifinalist, Lori Jackson at
Miss Texas USA. I have also
had semifinalists and a first
runner-up, Shannon Felici, at
Miss Texas Teen USA,”
Llanes said. “We prepare the
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prepare them for all aspects
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The pageant competition
consists of three categories:
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evening gown. Although the
pageant system seems glitzy,
Llanes stressed that it is not
all about glamour.
“It’s not about beauty and

brains. It’s not just about
winning a title, it’s a job,”
Llanes said.
Llanes added that
competing in pageants can be
a great tool for preparing a
young woman in all aspects
of life.
“Whether you win the
crown or not, [competition]
shows you skills that reflect
the rest of your life,”
Llanes said. “And if you
don’t win the first time, keep
trying till you get it.”
Females can sometimes shy
away from competing, but
Llanes encourages all to try it
at least once in their lives.
Llanes also said to ignore the
negativity people may say
about competing in pageants.
“I say you’re never
going to know, until
you try. We always
help the girls
prepare.
Competing
will help them
in their
future,” Llanes
said. “For
those who
are
negative
about competing, don’t mock
it till you try it.”
Llanes and Alaniz both
produce the pageant as a
beloved hobby. Llanes is a
full-time R.N. and graduate
student at UTPA. He
will be graduating
with a nurse
practitioner’s degree
this Spring. Alaniz is an
accredited hair and make-up
artist, who has been the
official hair and make-up
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“It is a wonderful hobby
and we do it from the heart.
This gives girls here a chance
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Even more exciting than filming on a low
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further into the change of mind taking place
in women towards sexuality,” Ochoa said.
“But I never thought it would have such an
impact in our culture.”
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“I don’t think it would be the same [if we
were doing the penis monologues],” she says.
“Men haven’t suffered the violence women
have suffered throughout history. I mean,
even saying the word ‘vagina’ is still
considered taboo.”
American audiences have witnessed that.
According to the official play Website,
Vagina Monologues cast member Calista
Flockhart “tried unsuccessfully to get David
Letterman to say the word” during her
promotional appearance in his show.
However, she did get to chant the word along
with the studio audience of “Live with Regis
and Kathie Lee.”
In addition to breaking taboos and
attempting to create conscience about
women’s suffering, “The Vagina
Monologues” has proven to be quite a good
at entertaining its audiences.
“I loved the monologue that condemned
the invention of thongs, scented female
towels and tampons,” said STCC senior
Jazmin Pena. “It taught me not to be
ashamed of my body.”
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Oscars draw close, draw predictions
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American
Oscar turns 75 this Sunday, and
this year’s ceremony should possess
just the right amount of
unpredictability to ensure a captive
audience.
Living in the Rio Grande Valley
does not always afford the
opportunity to see many of the
smaller, critically acclaimed films
until they hit video shelves. But
local theaters have received most of
the nominated films at some point
during the past year.
For those with more of an interest
in music than film, this year should
pose an uncharacteristically
intriguing Best Song race, pitting
alt-rock legends U2 against
controversial rapper (and
surprisingly accomplished actor)
Eminem.
Though my pick is for Eminem’s
harrowing, anthemic “Lose
Yourself,” I’m suspecting critical
darlings U2 will walk away with the
statuette, if only because of their
New York-related song’s connection
to recent national events. The
show’s other musical category, Best
Score looks to bestow its honor
upon Salma Hayek’s dream project,
“Frida.”
A quick run-through of some of
the more technical categories leads
one to believe that either a select
few films really were astounding
technical achievements, or perhaps
the Academy voters are fairly
clueless when it comes to things
such as Art Direction and
Cinematography, leading them to
just vote for what everyone else
seems to be talking about.
I’m guessing it’s a little from
Column A, a little from Column B.
While there are far too many of
these categories to cover in detail, I
am definitely pulling for “The Lord
of the Rings: The Two Towers” to
be given the much-deserved Best
Visual Effects prize, and I also hope
the recently deceased Conrad L.
Hall will be given the Oscar for his
amazing cinematography in “The
Road to Perdition.”
This year’s Writing category and
Best Original Screenplay nods are

admittedly unique. First, two of the
five films being recognized are
foreign-language films: Pedro
Almodovar’s “Talk to Her,” which
doesn’t seem likely to hit Valley
megaplexes, and the sensual,
brilliant “Y Tu Mama Tambien.”
The remaining choices are “Gangs
of New York,” “My Big Fat Greek
Wedding” and “Far From Heaven.”
While my pick is unquestionably
Todd Hayne’s amazing “Far From
Heaven,” I’m thinking the
immensely popular “Greek
Wedding” could take home the cake.
The Best Adapted Screenplay race
is far more conservative, but oddly, I
think a film which truly questions
the nature of adaptation will, and
should, take home the prize; Spike
Jonze and Charlie Kaufman’s mindbending, writer’s block masterpiece,
“Adaptation.” Still, if Miramax
powerhouse “Chicago” sweeps the
evening, it could certainly pick up
another gold guy for this category as
well.
While the Academy did manage
to include one of my personal
favorites, “About a Boy,” in the
writing section, they failed to
acknowledge two of last year’s most
brilliant screenplays: “About
Schmidt” and “Punch-Drunk Love.”
Shame on them.
As mentioned earlier, “Chicago”
is the night’s front-runner, boasting
an astounding 13 nominations, four
for acting. Two of the musical’s
lusty and busty dames (Catherine
Zeta-Jones, Queen Latifah) will be
duking it out in the Best Supporting
Actress category, but I’m predicting
that the film’s fans will split the
votes between them and end up
crowning a woman who’s no
stranger to Oscar, Meryl Streep, for
her amazing performance as writer
Susan Orlean in “Adaptation.” There
doesn’t seem to be enough support
for “About Schmidt” to propel
Kathy Bates to the podium, despite
some heavy buzz earlier in the race.
While Julianne Moore is typically
remarkable in “The Hours,” her role
in the film was a bit lackluster
compared to her co-stars. However,
she has achieved the rare
accomplishment of being nominated
twice in the same evening, and I

Julianne Moore stars in ‘Far From Heaven.’

think her chances for being awarded
Best Actress are far greater. In fact,
she is most definitely my pick for
her heartbreaking, amazing
performance in “Far From Heaven”
as a 1950s housewife trying to break
free of the social and racial
prejudices of the time.
The only other nominee likely to
walk away with the Best Actress
Oscar Sunday is Nicole Kidman for
her chilling role as the mentally
divergent author Virginia Woolf in
“The Hours.” While I agree she did
a fabulous job, I think that a win for
her would more likely be due to the
film’s popularity and the fact that
she underwent a fairly severe
physical transformation for the role.
The Oscar will go to one of these
women. The other three ladies
haven’t got a chance.
Best Supporting Actor, however,
seems to be a more difficult race to
judge. Ed Harris does an impressive
job as a poet dying of AIDS in “The
Hours,” but let’s face it, it’s a small
role in a big film and he’s
essentially the Susan Lucci of the
film world.
Paul Newman proved he still has
astonishing screen presence in last
summer’s gangster drama “The
Road to Perdition,” but the film
hasn’t received much Oscar buzz,
and many folks have already
forgotten about it.
Christopher Walken delivered an
amazing, surprisingly warm
performance in Spielberg’s fantastic
cat-and-mouse pic, “Catch Me If
You Can.” But again, the film hasn’t
had much publicity lately, and
Walken probably seems a bit too
bizarre for some voters’ tastes.
Therefore, I’m thinking the
winner’s envelope will bear the
name Chris Cooper, for his stellar,
goofy, hilarious turn in the equally
maniacal “Adaptation.” He’s my
pick, and I think he will be the
Academy’s pick as well.
Next comes the Best Actor
category, and guess what? Neither
Russell Crowe nor Tom Hanks are
making an appearance this year!
With these two shoo-ins out of the
running, the voters may have
actually had to do some homework
this season. They could easily just
checkmark Jack Nicholson on their
ballots for his perfect portrayal of a
retired Midwestern man, struggling
to find meaning in his life, in
Alexander Payne’s beautiful “About
Schmidt.”
Two months ago, however, his
chances were far greater than they
are at this moment, for “Schmidt”
only earned two Oscar nominations,
and was completely left out of the
Best Picture and Best Screenplay
categories. I think the film’s
unusual blend of drama and comedy,
not to mention its satirical elements,
made it a hard film for some voters
to pin down. This is truly a shame,
for it is a touching, important work
from one of the most important
American filmmakers working
today.
That said, I’m nevertheless
rooting for Daniel-Day Lewis, who
provided the most captivating

75th Annual
Academy
Awards
Date: Sunday, March 25
Time: 7:30
Station: ABC, Channel 5
performance I saw on screen all
year.
As Bill the Butcher in Martin
Scorsese’s violent, bloody “Gangs
of New York,” he owned every
scene he’s in, and he also
unintentionally brought attention to
how bad Leonardo DiCaprio and
Cameron Diaz are in an otherwise
breathtaking epic motion picture.
I truly think the race will come
down to these two accomplished
masters of the form, but don’t be
completely shocked if the younger,
lesser-known Adrien Brody hears
his name read aloud near night’s
end. His title role in Roman
Polanski’s “The Pianist” was the
harrowing role which finally cast a
deserving light on this extremely
talented actor who’s been turning in
brilliant supporting performances for
over a decade.
Still, the film itself would need a
truly big, sweeping push on Oscar
night to convince voters to invite
this relative outsider into their
special club.
The night’s final two awards may
actually be their most predictable.
Everyone is looking for Martin
Scorsese to be named Best Director
for “Gangs of New York,” not
necessarily because he deserves it
this time around, but because the
acclaimed auteur has never won
before.
I’d love to see him be rewarded
for bringing his lifelong dream
project to the screen, but in all
honesty, he has made far greater
films in the past (“Mean Streets,”
“Taxi Driver,” “Raging Bull,”
“Goodfellas”). His only real
competition is newcomer Rob
Marshall and cinematic legend
Roman Polanski, but Marshall is an
unknown newcomer, and Polanski’s
criminal past may still be on voters’
minds.
While Scorsese seems to be the
favorite for Best Director, it would
take some sort of miracle for
“Gangs of New York” to actually
win Best Picture. My bets are on
“Chicago,” although my favorite
choice among the five nominees is
easily “The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers.”
But if the Academy snubbed
director Peter Jackson for his
remarkable achievement on this
epic, modern masterpiece, I highly
doubt they’ll give his film the honor
it deserves.
For a complete list of nominees
and categories, check out
www.oscar.com.

TOP FILMS
1. ‘Far From
Heaven’
2. ‘The Lord of the
Rings: The Two
Towers’
3. ‘About Schmidt’
4. ‘Punch-Drunk
Love’
5. ‘Catch Me If
You Can’
6. ‘About a Boy’
7. ‘Y Tu Mama
Tambien’
8. ‘Adaptation’
9. ‘Chicago’
10. ‘Auto Focus’

RUNNERS-UP
• ‘Confessions of a
Dangerous Mind’
• ‘8 Mile’
• ‘Gangs of New
York’
• ‘The Hours’
• ‘Minority Report’
• ‘The Pianist’
• ‘The Road to
Perdition’
• ‘Solaris’
• ‘Twenty-Four
Hour Party
People’
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Around
Town
South Padre Island
Spring Break Events
March 20-24
Place: Louie’s Backyard,
2305 Laguna Blvd.
Event: March 20 - Rapper
Vanilla Ice; March 21 Reggae and rap artist
Sean Paul Henriques;
March 22 - Rappers
Smilez & Southstar; March
24 - Rapper Sir Mix-A-Lot.
Phone: (956) 761-6406
‘Boxfan’
March 25 at 7 p.m.
Place: Student Union
Food Court
Event: Acoustic/electric
guitarist Steven Jackson
will collaborate with The
Leavers and perform in the
Food Court. The event is
free.
Strunz & Farah
March 28 at 8 p.m.
Place: Jacob Brown
Auditorium, 600
International Blvd.,
Brownsville
Event: The Brownsville
Society for the Performing
Arts presents the duo as
part of the 2nd Annual
UTB-TSC Guitar Ensemble
Festival. The duo is known
worldwide for its blend of
flamenco, Afro-Latin,
Middle Eastern and jazz.
Phone: (956) 639-3448
‘Selena’ and ‘La Bamba’
March 28-29 at 7 p.m.
Place: El Rey Theater, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Event: The El Rey Theater
presents “Selena” and “La
Bamba” as part of the
theater’s “The American
Dream” series.
Phone: (956) 971-9825

■ Beauty pageant . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . . 9
■ Oscar buzz . . . . . . . 10

Student, faculty films
presented in festival
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
Today’s screening of Sandesh
Kanfur’s documentary
“Sanhyadris-Mountains of the
Monsoon” at 7 p.m. will mark the
end of The University of Texas-Pan
American’s Independent Film
Week.
The film festival, which began
Monday, is hosted by the
University Program Board’s Media
Moguls Committee and it features
films by UTPA faculty and
students.
Among the films shown at
UTPA’s Student Union theater are
“Angel’s Revenge” by Dr. Jack R.
Stanley of the UTPA
communication department; “Mrs.
Emerson” by UTPA senior Marcos

“

It was
amazing the
way it was
filmed. I was
surprised by
the quality of
the production.
- Irma Vela, sophomore

“
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UTPA’s Independent Film Week closes with
‘Sanhyadris-Mountains of the Monsoon’
Saavedra; and “Cupid’s Mistake”
by Young Man Kang of Korea.
“Angel’s Revenge” is the
product of the combined efforts of
Stanley and a crew made of
students and faculty members. The
production of the movie was a
project of the Pan American
Summer Television workshop of
1993. PAST is a one-of-a-kind
program in the world and is offered
on a regular basis during summer
sessions.
With a budget of $40,000,
“Angel’s Revenge” is the only
PAST production shot on film that
has been shown to audiences. A
second film titled “Death Scene”
still awaits editing due to budget
problems.
“All the other productions are
shot on video,” Stanley said. “This
one was able to be shot on film
because [director of photography
Isaac Garza Jr.] bought a used sixmillimeter camera especially for
it.”
The film, shot at South Padre
Island and some campus locations,
spent five weeks in production and
was rushed into the postproduction phase. An awardwinning screenwriter, producer and
director, Stanley previously
presented the movie at a New York
film festival.

“I took the film to New York,”
he said. “[But] it didn’t get a good
response. We weren’t picked by a
distributor.”
Regardless of the reactions to the
film in the big apple, the audience
at UTPA laughed and cheered.
UTPA alumnus Reggie Ramirez
enjoyed the story of a disgruntled
disc jockey trying to get even with
the guy who dumped her.
“I really liked it,” he said. “I
found it very original and fresh and
I think it has a very good message
about forgiveness being the best
kind of revenge.”
Saavedra’s short film also
obtained cheering reactions from
the audience.
“It was amazing the way it was
filmed,” said UTPA sophomore
Irma Vela. “I was surprised by the
quality of the production.”
“Mrs. Emerson” was shot last
spring as part of a class project.
Working with no budget at all and
casting his own classmates,
Saavedra says the only difficulty he
faced was getting the actors’
schedules to fit the shooting
schedule.
Korean director Young Man
Kang had a similar experience to
Saavedra’s while filming “Cupid’s

See FILMS page 9

Controversial production
comes to Mexican theater
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
The cast of “The Vagina
Monologues” made an audience of
more than 300 men and women
laugh, cheer and think about the
blisses and perils of being a
woman.
The Spanish adaptation of Eve
Ensler’s play was presented
Tuesday at El Teatro del Pueblo in
Reynosa, Mexico.
The cast, conformed by
renowned sexologist Anabel Ochoa
and actresses Bianca Marroquin
and Jana Raluy, invited the
audience to create consciousness
about the victimization of women
around the world with special
emphasis on Las Mujeres de
Ciudad Juarez (The Women of
Ciudad Juarez.)

Music
Events
MARCH 20: Valley
Symphony Orchestra
Concert
MARCH 25: UTPA
Concert Band Annual
Spring Concert
APRIL 8: UTPA Jazz
Ensemble Concert
APRIL 15: UTPA Latin
Salsa Concert
APRIL 22: UTPA Choir
Concert
APRIL 24: Valley
Symphony Orchestra
Concert
All events are in the Fine
Arts Auditorium at 8 p.m.
For more information,
contact the music
department at
(956) 381-3471

Student Union
Movie Listings
MARCH 21: ‘Die
Another Day’
MARCH 28: ‘Harry
Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets’

‘The Vagina Monologues’ performed in Reynosa
Over the past 10 years, more
than 300 women have disappeared
to later be found dead in Ciudad
Juarez, Mexico, across the border
from El Paso, Texas. Most of the
victims are maquiladora workers
between the ages of 14 and 20.
“Just in the last two weeks, eight
more bodies have been found,”
said Ochoa on-stage. “Many of
their bodies were found in different
parts of the desert, either mutilated
or raped or both.”
According to Raluy, the
inclusion of the Ciudad Juarez
references in the play are the only
difference between the Mexican
version and its American
counterpart.
“This play has a social
commitment,” said Ochoa. “The

vaginas have suffered enough. The
vaginas don’t want impunity to
continue in Ciudad Juarez and the
vaginas certainly don’t want war.”
True to Ochoa’s statements, one
of the monologues featured in the
play relates the story of a woman
who was raped and abused during
a time of war.
Like in the United States, when
former New York mayor Rudy
Giuliani threatened to close down
the theater where the play was
being presented, Mexican
government officials in Toluca
attempted to ban the play.
“The theater was crowded and
the people wouldn’t leave,”
remembers Raluy. “So they didn’t

See SHOW page 9

APRIL 4: ‘The Hot
Chick’
APRIL 11: ‘Treasure
Planet’
APRIL 25: ‘Spirited
Away’
MAY 2: ‘Catch Me If
You Can’
All films are shown in the
Student Union Theater at 3
and 7 p.m.
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Business, women
meet in McAllen
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
Female business leaders related stories of
what encouraged them to succeed and
accomplish their goals as the Woman’s
Empowerment Business Center and The
McAllen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
presented “Celebrating the Woman Within”
March 18. The conference goal was to
advise and inspire aspiring businesswomen.
The conference was held at the
Holodome Civic Center in McAllen and
was attended by approximately 100 people,
mostly women who work in the business,
education, and medical fields. Everyone
was there to receive information on how to
start their own business, and to hear the
stories of successful woman about how
they overcame hardship and dealt with
obstacles along the road to success.
Alicia Moreno, director of WEBC, said
the annual conference carries a different
theme each year; this year the theme was
leadership.
“It is important to know that there is
help out there for the small-business
woman,” Moreno said. “No matter what
obstacles they have, they can still open a
business.”
Moreno added something new to the
conference this year, as the
Mother/Daughter Program from The
University of Texas-Pan American

participated as models in a fashion show in
which clothes were provided by SteinMart.
“It was different because the mothers got
to dress up along with their daughters,”
Moreno said.
The keynote speaker in the conference
Lt. Col. Consuelo Castillo-Kickbusch (U.
S. Army, retired) stressed in her speech that
it is good to always surround yourself with
people who are positive and not negative.
She said it is good to be around people that
“lift you up.” During her speech, a card
was passed to the audience that stated her
philosophy.
“Leadership is not about you,” it said.
“True leadership is about passing onto
others the knowledge of how to succeed
and accepting greater pride in knowing that
you played a key part in someone else’s
success.”
Rosalinda Gonzalez, an educational
consultant and speaker at the event, agreed
with Kickbusch but also said that faith and
upbringing do play a big part in being
successful.
“The upbringing from my parents is next
to my faith in god,” Gonzalez said. “My
purpose is to serve others and I have done
it through all the jobs I have had in
education.”
Gonzalez is the founder of the Options
Alternative school in McAllen and said it
was not easy for her to get funding for the
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GUIDANCE – (From left to right) Abby Vela, Marie Garcia, Sonia Saenz, Alicia Moreno,
all took part recently in a conference designed to help women in business.

school. She said that most people would
ask why she was trying so hard to open a
school for discouraged kids. Her answer
was;
“They are our people, that’s why.”
Along with Gonzalez and Kickbusch,
several other speakers attended the event to
discuss how to accomplish goals and
increase motivation. The speakers
specialized in government, corporate,
business and medical fields.
Nora Delgado, an associate of Mutual of
Omaha, attended the event and said she has

done so in the past. She added that with the
information she received at the conference
she is planning to approach a lender to start
her own business. She says that she has
been able to do other things with her life
because of the information given.
“I believe everyone is an entrepreneur
but just don’t know it,” Delgado said.
There were several exhibits at the event
and were there to offer their services to
those who attended. Exhibitors included
the Small Business Administration, Acci-N
Texas, WEBC, and Mary Kay Cosmetics.
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MANA chapter building local power
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
A professor’s goal to enrich young Latinas
across the Valley has become a reality for Dr.
Glendelia M. Zavala, president of the Mexican
American National Association (MANA) and
supervisor of UTPA’s Alternative Certification
Program for Educator Preparation.
Zavala started a local chapter of MANA in
2001, and it achieved full status as a complete
chapter in 2002. The Valley chapter, or Hidalgo
Chapter, is one of the two in the state of Texas
and one of 16 nationwide. The other chapter is
in San Antonio, created in 1974 as one of the
earliest in the country. Zavala serves as the
board president for the local chapter and is
active with the Texas Alliance for Human
Needs [TAHN] as the board secretary.
Zavala said the main purpose for the
organization is to mentor and create leadership
development for young Latina women. The
organization’s mission statement stands for
empowering Latinas through leadership
development, community service, and
advocacy.
“MANA de Hidalgo County was chartered
on December 1, 2001 and inducted its board
members in January 2002. The local chapter
recently incorporated and obtained its 501(C)
(3) nonprofit status,” Zavala said. “We
conduct our own fund development and operate
independently under the auspices of the national
office.”
According to the organization’s web site
[www.hermana.org] MANA, which stands for
Mexican American National Association was
created and founded in 1974 by a group of
Mexican American women. In 1994, members

decided the organization
would become a national
Latina Organization. The
organization serves as a
voice for Latina women.
“Our [MANA’S]
mission is to empower
Latina’s in leadership,”
Zavala said. “Our
organization is open to
all people, including
men and people who
want to support our
mission.”
While working on her
doctorate, Zavala
Hilda Barrientes/The Pan American
discovered MANA at an
internship conference she LATINA UPLIFT — Rep. Ruben Hinojosa (left) and U.S. Sen. Kay
attended in Washington,
Bailey Hutchison (right) listen to Dr. Glendalia Zavala March 1.
D.C. for the Kellogg
Recently, the Hidalgo chapter of MANA
Doctoral Program, in 1999. At the conference,
celebrated the kickoff of National Women’s
MANA presented for the Hermanitas (Little
Sisters) program, which is a leadership program History Month on March 1 with a Conference
titled “Empowering Today’s Woman: A Day of
for Latina girls in grades six through 12.
Personal and Professional development.
Zavala said she was impressed at the
conference and was inspired to start a chapter in Democratic congressman Ruben Hinojosa and
U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson, a
the Rio Grande Valley.
Republican, were guest speakers and presented
The organization conducts year-round
as honorary members for MANA.
fundraisers to help sponsor local Hermanitas’
“Senator Hutchinson had a long term
three-day leadership conference in Washington,
relationship with MANA and was recognized
D.C. The conference is held annually in the
by our National Organization. She was awarded
summer. There are 15 Hermanitas, or sisters, in
an Hermana award in 2001,” Zavala said. “The
the Hidalgo chapter.
empowerment conference was sparked by the
According to a recent Monitor article that
featured MANA, Zavala said, “We want girls to vision of U.S. Representative Ruben Hinojosa
have leadership opportunities outside the Valley. to carry on the tradition of National Women’s
History Month.”
A lot of us have stumbled along the way to
Hutchinson and the National CEO of MANA
becoming leaders, but we made it. We want to
co-hosted the National Hispanic Leadership
the young girls not to stumble along the way.”

Summit in Washington D.C. during the
Hispanic Heritage month, where cabinet
members addressed issues relevant to the Latino
population, Zavala added.
During the conference speech, Zavala spoke
of the visions and goals of the fairly new
chapter and the importance of National
Women’s History Month.
“Through organized efforts such as MANA,
women can effectively influence change within
their communities that benefits others. An
excellent example of women impacting public
policy occurred in 1987 when a group of
women from women’s organizations [from
every sector] petitioned congress to honor the
accomplishments of women,” said Zavala. “As
a result, Congress, in that same year declared
the month of March National Women’s History
Month.”
The event was a day filled with leadership
workshops and local exhibit booths whose
topics ranged from retail to education. Over
300 people attended.
Zavala’s next goal is to see future growth of
MANA chapters here in the Rio Grande Valley.
“I want to see a MANA chapter started in
every city in the Rio Grande Valley and use this
chapter as a regional office,” Zavala said.
The organization has many upcoming events,
including the first annual HIV Youth Health and
Leadership Forum on Saturday, April 5. The
event is open to the public and there will be
several workshops associated with HIV
education. To register early call 1-800-3337432.
If you would like to become a member or
learn more about this organization contact Dr.
Glendelia M. Zavala at 381-3486 or
MANAdeHidalgo@aol.com.
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Health/K club is Greeks illustrating
gaining popularity growing versatility
By DORA OLIVARES
The Pan American
The Health and Kinesiology club will
be promoting health by selling fruits,
juices and tacos on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the
HEPE 2 building throughout the semester.
Throughout the intramural-recreational
sports season, the H&K club will also be
selling bottled waters and Gatorades
instead of having people buy sodas and
unhealthy drinks. The intramural sports
will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. There will be
volleyball and softball games.
“There are a lot of people that don’t
work out and that don’t eat healthy, and if
we can just encourage them and help them
change something in their diet, maybe it
will later benefit them,” said Joanna Ruiz,
H&K secretary.
The H&K club consists of 27 members,
and is an organization formed more than
three decades ago that is still going
strong. The club is in charge of
conducting community hours for extra
events, the Special Olympics, and
planting trees for local parks with the
Edinburg Parks and Recreation
Department.
Last semester the club attended the
American Heart walk in McAllen, the
10K in Edinburg, the 5K in Mission, the
Walk El Valle in Weslaco and many other
walks throughout the Valley.
At the Weslaco Walk El Valle in
November 2002, the club distributed
awareness materials and taught people the
basics of walking correctly and how
important it is to stay active.
“We promote healthier lifestyles by
being an example and a role model. By
attending the walks, we encourage
everyone to join us,” said member Eunice
Lerma.
The club also attended the TAHPERD
(Texas Association of Physical Education
and Dance) Convention in Fort Worth
Texas. At the convention, the students
learn what has been successful in other
districts. The conventions also offer
information to keep up with what is going

SHORTAGE

on at national or state level. They offer
statistics, new physical education plans,
lesson plans and new ideas that can be
practiced in the Valley.
“I think that it is very important to
attend the TAHPERD Conventions
because down here in the south, we are
not able to receive all the information that
is necessary to teach the kids,” said Eddie
Quintanilla, sponsor of the Health and
Kinesiology club and health coordinator
of the Pan American Border Health
Office.
“As a sponsor, I plan to help in
attending the club’s fundraisers, and if
they need assistance in getting money
donations, I will be there to help them
out,” said Quintanilla.
Lerma is one of the members who
attended the convention.
“We attended a professional state
convention to get ideas to be able to teach
at our best when we go out into the
working field,” she said. “We had one of
the highest attendance of all the
universities that showed up to
TAHPERD.”
This semester the club is raising money
to be able to attend the Seguin Leadership
Conference on March 7-8. This
conference is part of TAHPERD and will
be held at an outdoor refuge.
All kinesiology majors and minors are
welcome to join the club.
“One thing that I like about the club is
that you are not seen as a number. You
get to meet a lot of people,” said
President Cynthia Vela. “The professors
know who you are and you can write it
down in your resume. This looks good if
you are a kinesiology major or minor.”
At the end of the semester, the club will
hold a banquet to thank all the professors
that help out throughout the semester and
to all the members that will be graduating.
Dr Semper, associate professor of
kinesiology said “I encourage our majors
and minors to join the club because
through the club, they have opened up
extra hours for the weight room and the
racquetball courts. They can get extra
time in these facilities because they are a
club.”

continued from page 2

nursing program and says about 25 to 30
percent are males.
Fernando Cabrera, a master’s student,
agrees with the percentage and says in his
undergraduate class there were four to five
males whereas in his graduate class there
are four. Cabrera added the lack of male
acceptance in the profession, paired with
not enough recruitment, are reasons for the
shortage male nurses.
“I have not seen or read any literature
referring to nurses as ‘he/she’ all it says is
just ‘she’,” Cabrera said. “In books also,
you read about nurses who are female, not
male.”
Cabrera believes the recruitment should
begin at a young age, perhaps focusing on
middle school and high school kids, to
explain that people from all walks of life
can be a nurse.
“The idea of becoming a nurse was never
pushed on me,” Cabrera said. “We need

role models to get kids to understand that
they can do just as well and become a male
nurse.”
Cabrera said the nursing field needs more
males because, although a female nurse can
perform her duties as a nurse, a male nurse
can some things without assistance and
does not have to call for help.
“It is usual for female nurses to ask a
male to help them do things like lifting the
patient,” Cabrera said.
Huerta agreed and said a nursing leader
told her; "If we could attract more males
into the nursing field we would be doubling
our nursing manpower.”
Huerta added Johnson and Johnson has
created a campaign to recruit more people
into the nursing field and address the need
of male nurses. However, she added UTPA
is relying on word of mouth and the
nursing program’s great reputation to attract
male nursing students.

By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

fraternity, the Tau Kappa Epsilon members
have volunteered their time to other
community service projects. On Feb. 27
they helped KTEX-FM radio with a radio
telethon. The fraternity members were
responsible for answering phone calls and
taking pledges. Last semester they also
helped build the new section of the
McAllen International Museum.
The fraternity members stress that being
part of a fraternity does entitle having fun,
but most important it means helping others.

The members of the Tau Kappa Epsilon
fraternity of The University of Texas-Pan
American recently dedicated some time to
helping the community, and in the process
attempted to rehabilitate the reputation of
Greek organizations around the nation.
Members of the TKEs volunteered at the
7th Annual VAMOS Scholarship Fund Golf
Tournament, which was held at the Tierra
Santa Golf Club in Weslaco. Twenty
THE MEANING OF A FRATERNITY
members of the fraternity donated their
Being part of a fraternity means more
time by either helping keep scores for the
than just having parties on the weekends.
players or by driving around and delivering
Members of the Tau Kappa Epsilon
food and beverages to the players. The
fraternity feel that they are simply a group
participation was in stark contrast to the
on campus that is united together trying to
name that many Greek groups have as funmake a bond between guys. They help each
loving, frivolous social clubs.
other with financial problems, academics,
Johnny Oliva, VAMOS Board of
relationships, and family issues. According
Directors secretary, commented that it is
to the members of the fraternity being part
very important to have young people like
of it like having an extended support group.
the members of TKE volunteering at events
“It’s another family besides your real
where money is raised to help the youth.
family,” said Garza.
He mentioned that events like the golf
They have created among themselves an
tournament were successful due to the
inner circle of friends that puts an emphasis
cause they were promoting and also due to
on brotherhood. Not only do they help each
the help they receive from volunteers.
other, but they also socialize with the
“The importance of VAMOS is we
promote higher education to the residents of community and other Greeks on campus.
The Tau Kappa
the valley,” said Oliva.
Epsilons mentioned
“Any time that we can
that it is important to
garner participation
show respect for the
from the youth of our
All we want is to look
other Greek
area we are thankful.”
back and have good
organizations on
Oliva also
memories about
campus.
mentioned that the
According to Ram
members of the
college.
De La Cruz, junior
fraternity helped out in
...We are good guys
computer science
an event that tries to
who want to make a
major, a fraternity is
make a difference in
difference and like
like a business and
the education of
helping others out
like any business they
Hispanics. He said that
have responsibilities
nationally Hispanics
- Eloy Garza,
that must fulfill. They
comprise less than 10
UTPA Student
are required to pay
percent of college
membership fees,
enrollment, so VAMOS
insurance fees, and Greek Council fees. In
and its volunteers are trying to change that
order to pay for their fees they have
statistic.
fundraisers, and for those who are having
According to Eloy Garza, sophomore
financial difficulties paying their fees the
kinesiology major, helping out at the golf
other members help them as much as they
tournament was a good experience that
allowed them to come together and help out can financially.
“We are there for each other financially,”
for a single cause. He felt they were making
said De La Cruz.
the community a better place because they
The Tau Kappa Epsilons want to be
were helping raise money for the
regarded as a group of guys who like to
scholarship fund.
help each other as well as other people.
“It feels good to know that we are all
They commented that they have fun helping
working together,” said Garza. “We are all
out and they want to get rid of the myth
here for one reason and that is to raise
that fraternities are only created to have fun
money for VAMOS.”
and throw parties.
Other members of the fraternity also
“People think that fraternities are about
found the golf tournament to be a rewarding
experience. Cesar Martinez, sophomore pre- parting and drinking, but that’s not what it’s
about,” said Garza. “We want to get rid of
law major, found that the time spent
that bad reputation that fraternities are just
helping out was worth it.
about parties.
“Just to be there I thought it was an
By helping out around campus and
honor, but it was the other way around:
getting involved in community service
they thanked us for helping them,” said
projects, they hope to help people
Martinez. “In the end it was worth it, they
understand the true meaning of fraternity
really took care of us.”
life. They mentioned that being part of a
Since the fraternity appeared on campus
fraternity allows them to create good
in 2002 it has made rapid progress. The
memories of their college years.
group was reinstated as an interest group at
“All we want is to look back and have
the university on Jan. 14, 2002 and it
good memories about college,” said Garza.
reached a colony status on April 21 of the
“We want people to know that we are good
same year, thus making it the fastest
guys who want to make a difference and
interest group on campus to be recognized
like helping others out.”
as a colony. Since the establishment of the
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Do you think war with
Iraq was inevitable?
Edgar Silva
Business Marketing
Freshman
It is inevitable, because it needs to get
done – the faster, the better since time
was given to solve the problem.

Elsa Osornio
Undeclared
Sophomore
I think that war is not against flesh and
blood but against powers and
principalities.

Rolando Muñoz
Business Finance
Junior
It was inevitable because diplomacy
was exhausted and it may have taken
more time for action.

Olga Adame
Business Management
Freshman
Yes. War was coming because
Hussein wanted to make us believe
that he didn’t represent a threat. We
go to war to protect our sense of
freedom.

Patsy Rogers
Psychology
Junior
It needed more diplomacy because we
should have more alternatives before
jumping into a war.
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Online program
should increase
access, quality
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Kelly Helmke of San Antonio
graduated in December 2002 with a
master’s in kinesiology from the
University of Texas-Pan American
without ever having to worry about
commuting, much less finding a parking
space.
In fact, Helmke didn’t even step foot
onto the UTPA campus thanks to the
Master’s in Kinesiology Online Program
offered by the UT TeleCampus system.
“She (Helmke) not only was the very
first UTPA graduate from the Masters in
Kinesiology Online Program, but the first
from the entire UT system TeleCampus,”
said Dr. Sue Mottinger, adviser of the
online program at UTPA. “Were so proud
of her.”
Mottinger has something else to be
proud of too.
The U.S. Distance Learning Association
presented its 2002 Excellence in Distance
Learning Programming Higher Education
Award to the Master’s Degree in
Kinesiology Online, UT TeleCampus
System.
The honor was tremendous and a
surprise,” said Mottinger.
Three years ago, six UT faculty
members, including Mottinger, talked
about the need for going online.
According to Mottinger, the degree was
initially developed to meet the needs of
the citizens of Texas who were already
teaching and/or coaching in the
profession.
Mottinger admitted that none of them
were experts with online things but were
experts in their field, kinesiology.
“We did our research and then wrote an
RFP (Request for Proposal) for a grant to
the UT System TeleCampus,” stated
Mottinger.
The UT TeleCampus is a central
support unit for online education within
the UT System. The TeleCampus features
a website similar in design to a traditional
campus with admissions links, a digital
library and student support services,

according to the website,
www.telecampus.utsystem.edu.
Central to the core design is service and
providing increased access to education
without compromising the quality and
integrity of the educational offerings. The
program enhances the learning experience
by giving students time to focus on
content, rather than commute.
“We were then funded to develop 16
courses initially and have since continued
to add more courses as the need arises,”
Mottinger said.
Now 17 courses are offered, one is
being completed in development, and
three are in the process of RFP and
potential development.
Six UT System universities offer the
online degree. UTPA is one of the four
institutions that award it, along with UTEl Paso, UT-Permian Basin and UT-Tyler.
UT-Arlington and UT-San Antonio
contribute courses to the online program.
Graduate faculties from all six
universities teach the online courses.
“The news is out and we have students
from all over the world,” said Mottinger.
“I have graduate students in
Massachusetts, Hawaii, Texas, Chicago,
you name a state and we have them.
Mottinger also said she has numerous
military personnel that are stationed all
over the world taking courses in the
program.
But what are the advantages of the
online program?
One of the most important advantages
is that the student can attend without
having to quit one’s job commented
Mottinger.
“The courses are more varied and have
more of a selection, the professors are
from six different institutions rather than
just one, and most importantly, their peers
are from all walks of life,” Mottinger
said. “This makes for a great learning
environment and experience.”
Students wanting to participate in the
award-winning Online Master’s Degree in
Kinesiology program should contact Dr.
Sue Mottinger at mott@panam.edu. For
more information visit
www.telecampus.utsystem.edu.
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Stick to the facts,
stop the attacks
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
On Thursday, March 13,
former assistant DeAnn Craft
was named head coach of the
Lady Bronc women’s
basketball team. She took
over a spot that was occupied
by interim head coach Tracy
Anderson during the 2002-03
season.
The
move by
Athletic
Director
Bill
Weidner
was highly
covered
by the
media,

COMMENTARY
especially in our local
newspaper, The Monitor,
because Craft was brought
here by Anderson in
September to fulfill the top
assistant position.
It was written that
Anderson was stabbed in the
back by what was supposed
to be her good friend, and
that all of this was a cold slap
in the face for Anderson.
To me, the cold slap in the
face comes from the
journalists who wrote these
stories without knowing the
facts and without talking to
any of the people involved.
Being a journalist is about
reporting the facts as they
are, not as one thinks they
are. As an aspiring journalist

IONA

reading these articles, I was
sick to my stomach.
I have been part of the
women’s basketball program
for the last five years and I
know what the people
involved are all about. There
is no back stabbing and we
all have the same goal; make
this program better.
"It’s true that we never had
a winning season, but it’s not
going to help us when people
who don’t know anything
about us degrade us in the
paper," said senior guard
Michelle Smith.
Talk about not knowing
anything about the women’s
basketball program. I can
count on one hand the times
that Wade Baker of The
Monitor showed up for one
of our games this season.
ONE HALF. TWENTY
MINUTES. Apparently that
gives him the right to call
Coach Craft a back stabber
and say that we looked like a
middle school basketball
team.
I never talked to the guy,
but if I wanted to sink to his
standards of journalism,
apparently I have the right to
say that he’d be better off
writing scripts for Days of
our Lives. He would then
have the opportunity to create
all the "slap-in-the-face"
drama he wants.
A lot of things go on
behind the scenes that
nobody but the people
involved know about.
"There was no fact finding
and I was never interviewed
for any of these articles," said

Craft.
"I think this is a case of
someone taking their
freedom of speech too far
without any factual
reasoning," Anderson said.
"Coach Craft never
undermined the program or
me in any way."
The bottom line is that the
women’s basketball program
was affected by these
negative stories, not only
Coach Craft.
"People get negative
impressions of the program
and what we are trying to
build," said Smith. "If they
are going to write stuff in the
paper, they need to make sure
that they have all the facts
from all sides."
"How do you expect
people and the community to
support us when the first
impression they get of Coach
Craft is one of a back
stabber?" asked sophomore
guard Jennifer Piwonka.
I guess we’ll have to find
out. Because everybody hates
you when you lose, but they
support and embrace you
when you start winning.
Coach Craft’s goals will
remain the same and she will
not let the negative remarks
affect her or her team.
"My mission to make this
basketball program better
hasn’t changed," Craft said.
"If you want to be in the
coaching profession you have
to be prepared for that and
have thick skin. As long as
my players are not targeted,
it doesn’t matter what people
write."

continued from page 16

stopped the bleeding in the third when Ryan
Sullivan replaced Luke Lambo on the mound
and Eichel popped out to centerfield. Lambo
took the loss and dropped to 0-2 on the season.
After the 11-run bombardment by UTPA, Iona
could only muster one run in the fifth and a run
in the eighth.
UTPA Pitcher Ricky Anderson went eight
innings and allowed five hits and two runs to
earn his first win of the season (1-0). Bronc
hurler Ben DiOrio closed out the final inning
against Iona by giving up one run in the ninth.
The Broncs return to action March 25 when
they travel to San Marcos to face Southwest
Texas State (7-15).
NOTES: UTPA catcher Jarod Hickle will

OGLETREE

undergo surgery Thursday after relief pitcher
Marty Hand fractured Hickle’s cheekbone with a
pitch in the eighth inning.
Starting pitcher Travis Parker held Iona to one
run on five hits during his 6-1 complete-game
victory on Monday. Prior to Monday’s
performance, Parker allowed 18 runs in 6 2/3
innings in his previous two outings.
Center fielder Jonathan Mason recently left
the team for personal reasons. Mason’s last
game was during UTPA’s 14-5 loss to Sam
Houston State on March 12. Mason finished out
his season batting .195 in 41 at-bats with no
home runs, eight hits, nine runs scored, five
RBIs and six stolen bases. Gawlik moved
Jerome McCoy and John Lopez to center field
for the last four games.

continued from page 16

event to win the tourney title, while
UTPA finished second. Iona placed third
with a single win, and Prairie View
rounded out the field by going winless in
tournament play.
In addition to the team’s second place
finish, a number of Broncs garnered
individual awards for outstanding play

during the event at Edinburg Baseball
Stadium.
Catcher Matt Eichel, pitchers Tommy
Sorden and Aaron Guerra, and outfielders
Louie Alamia and Jerome McCoy were all
named to the 17-player All-Tournament
team. Illinois pitcher Ted Rowe earned the
tournament’s Most Valuable Player award.
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Moses sets record at
NCAA Championships

Super featherweights
to tussle in Vegas

UTPA track and field junior Amy
Moses came in 15th place in her first
appearance at the NCAA Indoor Track
and Field Championships held at the
University of Arkansas Saturday
afternoon. The Edinburg standout threw
the 20-pound weight 58 feet, 4 1/2
inches at the tournament. Moses became
Pan Am’s first student athlete to qualify
for the NCAA’s after throwing the 20
pound weight 65 feet, one inch at the
Alex Wilson Invitational at Notre Dame
held on March 7. Moses’ throw set a
new UTPA record. The NCAAs marked
the close of the indoor season. Both
men’s and women’s track and field
team’s will open up the outdoor season
March 21-22 when they participate in
the UTSA Whataburger Invitational in
San Antonio.

Jesus Chavez of Austin will go up
against Jorge Paez of Mexico in a 12round WBC super featherweight
elimination bout on March 22 at
Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas. Other
fights include: a 12-round bout between
Jose Luis Castillo of Mexico and Juilio
Diaz of Coachella, Calif. for the vacant
WBC Continental lightweight title; and
an IBF light flyweight title bout
between Colombian Miguel Barrera and
Mexican Roberto Leyva. Barrera is the
defending champion. The event can be
seen via pay-per-view.

Union to air cricket
matches
The ICC World Cup Cricket semifinal and final matches will be broadcast
live and for free at the Student Union
Theater on March 20 (semi-finals) at
6:30 a.m. and March 23 (final) at 2:00
a.m. Australia will face Sri Lanka in the
first semi-final match and India will
take on Kenya in the second match.
The winner of the matches will advance
to the final.

Tournaments will
continue as planned
The NCAA announced Tuesday that
the men’s and women’s basketball
tournaments would go on as scheduled
despite the threat of war between the
United States and Iraq.
The first round of the prestigious
basketball tournament begins Thursday
for the men while the women’s
tournament starts on Saturday.
The Kentucky Wildcats claimed the
No. 1 spot in both the AP and USA
Today/ESPN polls entering the NCAA
tournament this Thursday.
The University of Connecticut
women’s basketball team retained its
No. 1 seed in the AP Poll after its 70game winning streak was brought to an
end by Villanova, 52-48, in the Big East
tournament final.
UConn dropped to 31-1, but managed
to maintain its No. 1 ranking by edging
out Duke.

Opening overseas
series canceled
Major League Baseball canceled the
opening series of the 2003 baseball
season between the Seattle Mariners and
Oakland Athletics that was to be held
this year in Japan. Commissioner Bud
Selig and MLB decided to cancel the
series due to the growing threat of war
in Iraq. The games were originally
scheduled to be played on March 25-26
at the Tokyo Dome. The games
between the West Coast teams were
rescheduled for April 3 and June 30 in
Oakland.

Chivas down Santos
The Chivas of Guadalajara, one of
Mexico’s most popular soccer clubs,
narrowly defeated Santos Laguna of
Torreon, Coahuila 1-0 last Sunday to
stay atop of the standings of the
Mexican Soccer League with 21 points
(6-1-3) after 10 weeks of play in the
Clausura 2003 tournament.
Guadalajara’s home win over Santos
improved Chivas to 5-0 this season at
Jalisco Stadium.
The Tigres of the Autonomous
University of Nuevo Leon (U.A.N.L.)
took over second place with 20 points
by coming from behind to defeat Atlante
of Mexico City, 2-1, on goals by
Argentinian Walter Gaitan and Mexican
Hugo Sanchez.
Tigres had fallen behind 1-0 early in
the match on an 11th minute goal by
Atlante’s Luis Gabriel Rey. In Mexico
City’s cavernous Azteca Stadium,
Monterrey tied Club America, 1-1, on a
74th minute goal by Ismael Rodriguez.
The loss dropped America to third place
with 18 points while Monterrey slipped
to 5th with 17.
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UTPA Baseball Schedule

UTPA BASEBALL STATS
UTPA BASEBALL SCORES AND STATS
March 18
Iona
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 - 2 6 3 (1-6)
UTPA
1 0 11 0 0 1 1 0 x - 14 18 2 (14-13)
Pitchers: IONA - L Lambo; R Sullivan (3); J Kosky
(7). UTPA - R Anderson; B DiOrio (9).
Win - R Anderson (1-0) Loss - L Lambo (0-2)
Time - 2:24 Attendance - 237
March 17
Iona
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 - 1 5 2 (1-5)
UTPA
1 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 x - 6 6 0 (13-13)
Pitchers: IONA - B Parish; M Hand (5). UTPA - T
Parker.
Win - T Parker (2-2) Loss - B Parish (0-2)
Time - 2:37 Attendance - 353
March 16
Iona
0 0 0 0 1 3 4 0 0 - 8 12 1 (1-4)
UTPA
2 1 5 1 0 0 0 0 x - 9 10 0 (12-13)
Pitchers: IONA - B Baltz; C Lopez (4). UTPA - T
Sorden;
R Martinez (6); J Saenz (7); J Gibson (7).
Win - T Sorden (2-1) Save - J Gibson (2) Loss-B
Baltz (0-1)
Time - 2:58 Attendance - 325
March 15
Illinois
0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 - 4 9 1 (5-1)
UTPA
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 5 1 (11-13)
Pitchers: ILLINOIS - T Rowe; D Mazurek (8). UTPA A Guerra;
J Gibson (8).
Win - T. Rowe (1-1) Save - D Mazurek (1) Loss - A.
Guerra (2-3)
Time - 2:21 Attendance - 465
HR ILLINOIS - T. Frederickson
March 14
P. View
0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 3 7 6 (5-23)
UTPA
1 0 3 1 1 5 1 4 x - 16 21 0 (11-12)
Pitchers: PRAIRIE VIEW - J Gipson; T Munfus (7).
UTPA - J Lopez; B DiOrio (6).
Win - J Lopez (2-0) Save-B DiOrio (1) Loss - J
Gipson (1-6)

Time - 2:50 Attendance - 369
HR UTPA - M Sisk
UTPA Baseball Team Leaders
Batting
G
Louie Alamia 22
Marco Garza 26
Jerome McCoy 26
Tony Ortiz
26
Aldo Alonzo
13
B. Kennedy
25
Juan Saenz
13
Matt Sisk
23
Matt Eichel
22
T.J. Gilmer
22
J. Mason
20
Jarod Hickle 13

AB
71
109
68
103
28
92
34
72
60
68
41
28

H
30
40
23
34
9
29
9
18
14
15
8
5

R
15
22
21
17
5
20
1
13
19
12
9
6

HR
0
3
0
0
0
2
0
3
0
0
0
1

RBI
7
24
10
20
5
21
7
14
10
10
5
3

AVG
.423
.367
.338
.330
.321
.315
.265
.250
.233
.221
.195
.179

Note: based on at least 28 at-bats.
Pitching
G
John Lopez 5
Ben DiOrio 9
R. Anderson 4
A. Guerra 7
J. Gibson
12
Juan Saenz 4
R. Martinez 6
T. Sorden 9
T. Parker
8

IP
19.0
34.1
15.0
35.2
25.2
7.1
7.1
36.2
36.1

W-L
2-0
2-2
1-0
2-3
3-2
0-0
0-0
2-1
2-2

SV
0
1
0
0
2
0
0
0
0

BB
10
15
12
12
11
3
8
25
16

SO
14
19
5
15
16
10
4
29
21

ERA
1.89
2.88
3.60
4.04
4.56
4.91
4.91
5.89
9.91

Team Batting

UTPA
Opp.

G
27
27

AB
869
855

H
255
235

R HR
171 9
171 13

RBI
151
152

AVG
.293
.275

Team Pitching

UTPA
Opp.

G
27
27

IP
W-L SV
229.0 14-13 3
220.2 13-14 4
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BB SO
125 138
114 161

ERA
5.42
5.47

Date
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 2
Feb. 10
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 22
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 9
Mar. 11
Mar. 12

Opponent
SWT
Sch. (DH)
Schreiner
Lamar (DH)
Lamar
Lamar
California
Nebraska
SWT.
Inc. Word (DH)
Inc. Word
Ark.-Monticello (DH)
Ark.-Monticello
Ark.-Monticello
Texas Tech
Texas Tech
TAMUCC (DH)
TAMUCC
Reynosa (Exhib.)
TAMU
TAMU
TAMU
Sam Houston State
Sam Houston State

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

UTPA/Al Ogletree Classic (March 14-16)
Iona vs. Illinois
5-1 Illinois
Prairie View
W 16-3
Iona vs. Prairie View
9-1 Iona
Illinois
L 4-0
Illinois vs. Prairie View
13-0 Illinois
Iona
W 9-8

3 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
7 p.m.
Noon
7 p.m.

Mar. 17
Mar. 18

Iona
Iona

7 p.m.
2 p.m.

Date
Mar. 25
Mar. 26
Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Apr. 1
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 16
May 17

Opponent
Site
SWT
A
SWT
A
Dallas Baptist
H
Dallas Baptist
H
Texas A&M-Kingsville
H
TAMUCC (DH)
A
TAMUCC
A
Texas
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Texas
A
Texas-San Antonio
A
Texas-San Antonio (DH)H 5 p.m.
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
NMSU (DH)
A
NMSU (DH)
A

14
14
15
15
16
16

Result
Site
W 11-3
H
W 13-4
H
W 7-1
H
L 10-16
H
W 3-2
H
L 2-9
H
L 5-20
A
L 1-9
A
L 3-12
A
L 8-12 (10)
H
W 4-0
H
W 15-0
H
W 2-1
H
L 5-6
H
Canceled
Canceled
W 15-2, W W 6-5 4 p.m.
L 7-3
1 p.m.
L 7-4
7:30 p.m.
L 14-2
7 p.m.
L 7-5
7 p.m.
L 7-4
1 p.m.
W 3-2 (10)
7 p.m.
L 14-5
1 p.m.

W 6-1
W 14-2

Time
6:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
5 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
2/8 p.m.
2/8 p.m.

UTPA/Al
OGLETREE STATS
Team
Illinois
UTPA
Iona
Prairie View

W
3
2
1
0

L
0
1
2
3

PCT
1.000
.667
.333
.000

Tournament Results

Saturday, March 15
Iona 9, Prairie View 1
UTPA 0, Illinois 4
Sunday, March 16
Illinois 13, Prairie View 0
UTPA 9, Iona 8
Individual Batting
R
B. DiOrio, PA 1
L. Lambo, Iona 3
B. Kennedy, PA 3
A. Alonzo, PA 1
C. Robinson, Ill. 1
Chad Frk, Ill.
1
D. Potocki, Iona 1
T. Garcia, Iona 2
T. Ortiz, PA
1
J. McCoy, PA 2
S. Patrick, Ill. 1
V. Dimaria, Ill. 4
D. Bensko, Ill. 2
D. Davidson, Ill. 1
Team Batting
AB R
UTPA
105 25
Iona
104 18
Illinois 96 22
P. View 86 4

H
3
7
5
3
2
2
1
5
4
3
3
3
5
4

H
36
34
31
12

Texas Grant
will return
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Friday, March 14
Iona 1, Illinois 5
UTPA 16, Prairie View

RBI
0
3
2
3
3
3
0
1
1
1
3
1
1
2

AVG
.750
.538
.500
.500
.500
.500
.500
.455
.444
.429
.429
.429
.417
.400

RBIAVG
20 .343
16 .327
21 .323
3 .140

Tournament MVP - Ted Rowe, Ill.

THE PAN AMERICAN

March 20, 2003

A group of students at the university had a scare for
several weeks with the recent cancellation of the Toward
EXcellence, Access & Success (TEXAS) Grant for summer
sessions. However, this week the students were able to
breath a sigh of relief when UTPA’s financial aid services
reinstated the grants, albeit for a smaller amount of money.
In recent years the university has received the most
lucrative award from the state for the Texas Grant
program. The purpose of the grant is to provide funding to
institutions that serve underprivileged students who have
taken college preparatory courses prior to enrolling in the
university. UTPA was awarded $8.4 million for 2002.
Sophomore math major Kristina Acevedo is a two-year
recipient of the Grant money and said that the cancellation
would be a terrible thing since some people are counting
on that money to attend school and are now may be forced
to acquire loans or drop out temporarily.
“I’m happy that I’m going to receive money for summer
because I get to buy my books without getting a loan,”
Acevedo said. “Now I can concentrate on school instead of
worrying about how to pay for it.”
To receive the TEXAS Grant, students must be Texas
residents in financial need, be enrolled in at least threequarters time for an undergraduate degree, has not been
convicted of a felony or a crime involving a controlled
substance.
The student must also have graduated from a private or
accredited private high school in Texas no earlier than Fall
1998, and must have completed the recommended or
distinguished achievement high school curriculum, and
enrolled in an eligible college within 16 months of high
school graduation. The other way to qualify is to receive
an associate’s degree in May 2001 or later and ne enrolled
in a higher level undergraduate program within 12 months
of receiving an associates degree.
Though the award amount varies depending on the
amount tuition and fees paid by the student, it is usually
an amount equal to the student’s tuition and required fees
at public institutions like UTPA.
For 2002-2003, TEXAS Grant recipients at UTPA
received approximately $1,475 per semester based on
enrollment for 12 hours per semester, paying for the
majority of tuition required by the students.
According to Monica Alvarado, financial aid assistant
director, the TEXAS Grant is not required to be given to
students during summer session, only in fall and spring.
“For some reason, we were not able to supply the
students funding for the summer sessions, and the
university isn’t required to fund TEXAS Grants, so
basically we were using any funding we could find to
support students through the summer sessions.”
Alvarado continued to say that although they assumed
the grant would not be issued, last week financial aid was
notified by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board that funding was available to assist TEXAS Grant
renewal students.
“We have awarded maybe 3,700-plus students for the
summer sessions,” she said. “What we want these students
to know is in order for them to be eligible for the money,
they must register by June 1.”
Alvarado explained that students must register for
either nine hours over both summer sessions, or a
minimum of five hours for one session to receive the
$1,570.
Junior history major Marilyn Huff said she has been
receiving the TEXAS Grant for two years and that it is
something she looks forward to getting each semester.
“I thought that now I’m going to have to apply for loans
to attend summer sessions, I wasn’t happy at all,” Huff
said.
Huff said that if the TEXAS Grant had been canceled
she would have had to take fewer classes, causing her to
graduate later.
“I felt relieved when I found out about the reinstatement
because now I don’t have to worry about how I am going
to pay my tuition. I can take classes that I need to take
care of,” she said.

DUTY
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continued from page 1

reference to the tension in the air at
the border camp near Iraq.
“He says you can see it in their
eyes, the soldiers, even when they
sit down to eat lunch. They are
feeling the adrenaline and are
walking around wondering when
they are going to go in. They are
ready.”
They will not have long to wait,
as the chances of Saddam giving in
are probably slim. Soon Lt. Davila
and the rest will not have to wait
any longer. The outcome waits in
the wings of history.
In the first Gulf War back in
1991, the invasion lasted two
months, and in several high-profile
cases which embarrassed the
Hussein regime, Iraqi soldiers
surrendered to news reporters. The
word is this time that the Iraqis,
notable the Republican Guard, the
nation’s top fighting force, is
prepared to weather the initial
bombardment and dig in to defend
Baghdad, the center of Iraq’s power
base. This could mean either a
siege of Baghdad or some intense
hand-to-hand urban fighting.
“Alex told me that when that
happens, he will be going right
there to the front with the troops,’”
said Davila Sr. “He said that the

Special to The Pan American

PRACTICE RUN — Alex Davila Jr., of Edinburg, is part of an elite team of
medics who have spent the last six weeks training for the invasion of Iraq.

day for that sort of thing,” he said
in a measured tone. “They don’t
even go to the latrine without a
sidearm and a gas mask with them.
They have learned how to use them
and they will do so when they need
to.”
With that said, Davila added that
he is always thinking of his son,
wondering what he is doing and if
he is safe. So is the son’s father-in-

returning recently because he said
he missed the Valley. He said he
was homesick for a place in Texas
known for its strong family unity
and orgullo or pride.
“I was born and raised in
Edinburg and I wanted to come on
back. In fact, it was my son, Alex,
who found me this job at Pan Am.
He saw it on the Internet and called
me about it.”
During his 12-year stint,
the younger Davila
graduated in four years
from Houston Baptist
University with a degree in
nursing, on the Navy dime,
and Davila Sr. says that he
plans to make a career out
of the service.
“When he had reached
the end of his first four
years he called me and
asked for advice,” he
related. “He finally
decided to go back in and
make it his life. He’s
happy with that decision
and so am I.”

CARRYING ON
His time to discuss the
issue came to a close, and
he was soon to be off
down the hallway to finish
Special to The Pan American the night’s job. But ringing
in his ears had to be the
WAITING GAME — Soldiers at Camp Coyote 20 mile from Iraq show that even during
recognition that his son,
downtime the U.S. Military has an eye toward future events.
across the globe, is in the
heart of danger.
soldiers already protect them like
“My wife cries a lot, because she
law, Ernesto Garcia, who works in
they were their mothers; if a medic
is a mother, and I think I
the College of Education at UTPA.
gets hurt, who is going to take care
understand,” said Davila. “I come
“That’s why I always carry
of the wounded?”
home from work at 2 or 3 in the
around a letter, so that I can feel
Any conflict with Iraq brings to
morning and I watch the news until
like somehow I am there with him,
the fore the chance that Saddam
you know?” said Davila Sr. “I write I fall asleep. Then I get up and
Hussein, as he has in the past, will
watch again, to see what’s
to him, and I tell him to keep his
resort to using chemical or
head down, be alert, and come back happened. My wife sees the letters
biological weapons. He used them
and his pictures in the wall and she
alive.”
against the Iranians in a war the
is sad. But we are so proud of him,
two countries fought from 1980-88
we don’t have the words to explain
LOCAL PRIDE
and again against the Kurds of
how proud.”
As a Latino, Davila Sr. knows
northern Iraq. Part of the Bush
Then, Alex Davila Sr.
that his ethnic group has shown a
administration’s reasoning behind
long history of patriotism and
straightened his work shirt and
ousting Hussein centers on that
military service. In fact, Latinos
prepared to shove off once again,
leader’s dangerous precedents
have won more medals per capita
but not before a little levity for a
regarding such weaponry, whose
than any other group in the country. serious situation.
use is banned by several
“We are a proud people with a
“The most important thing is to
international conventions.
long heritage of bravery,” he
send him that beef jerky he has
Davila Sr. scratched his bushy,
began. “Latinos have always fought been bugging me to send,” the
gray moustache as he pondered that and fought well.”
father deadpanned, turning and
possibility.
Davila took his family to
heading on down the hall, for a
“Well, they are training every
Wisconsin for eight years,
night of work and wondering.
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Men’s tennis entering heart
of conference schedule
For Broncs, four of next eight matches against Southland
Conference foes; Lady Broncs look to finish strong
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Support for Lady Broncs
The UTPA athletic department’s women’s
basketball team endured a season of
adversity.
In spite of all the hardships. these women
had to endure they never once complained to
the Director of Athletics, the Assistant
Athletic Director for Academics and Student
Services, or the Senior Woman
Administrator/Compliance Coordinator.
They continued to carry a 3.1 overall grade
point average, listened to their new coaches’
strategies for each game, and took an 0-11
record into the second half of the season.
Despite this and negative publicity by the
McAllen Monitor, they didn’t quit, they
never complained, they continued to give
110% in each game despite being out-

womaned at practically every position. They
sacrificed their bodies, diving after loose
balls, driving to the basket despite getting
‘ambushed’ and their shots rejected.
Having watched UTPA athletics for over
30 years, I was totally impressed with the
dedication of these young women. And the
coaches were a class act-professional,
dedicated, polished in Xs and Os and
determined. There is no doubt in my mind
that these women are WINNERS and no
doubt will succeed in their chosen fields and
in life because they have shown they can
"suck it up" and turn negatives into
positives. Most athletes if placed under
similar conditions would have a bevy of
excuses for their losing record. Not these
young women.
If you ever meet any one of these Lady

NEWS

Broncs in class or in the student union, or in
the malls, go up to them and tell them how
much you appreciated their efforts and that
you are proud of them. Don’t be afraid to
talk to them. They are friendly people and
would love to chat with you. And that goes
for the coaches as well. Tracy Anderson,
DeAnn Craft, and Kate Galligan, although
taking no credit themselves, helped bond
these women together and should be
commended for their efforts. Watching these
ladies work and play this year, and being
invited to be an honorary coach for the win
against Texas A&M Corpus Christi, made
me proud to be an ex-Bronc. Way to go
Lady Broncs!
Antonio de la Peña
UTPA Faculty Athletics Representative
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Male nurses see rising demand

By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
In the nursing field, the majority of
employees have always been female.
Heretofore, many men haven’t shown much
interest in the field, and consequently
recruitment of them has been sporadic. The
result is that male nurses, who bring many
positive aspects to the job, are in increasing
demand around the country.
According to Dr. Bruce Wilson, associate
professor at the University of Texas Pan-

American, there are several reasons for the
shortage of male nurses other than the
profession being predominantly female.
One deals with history.
“It dates back to 1896 when female
nursing schools were organized,” Wilson
said. “Men were not allowed to attend these
schools.”
However, Wilson added the issue
changed in 1982 when the government
supported men being allowed in nursing
school.
“This was just two decades ago,” Wilson

said.
Dr. Connie Huerta, chair professor for the
nursing department, believes one of the
reasons for the shortage is that often men
are shy about joining the profession for fear
of being considered soft.
“In reality, males are as caring as women
and desperately needed in the profession,”
Huerta said.
Once a year, Huerta admits
approximately 90 or more students into the

See SHORTAGE page 5

Riding a three-match win
streak into Saturday’s Southland
Conference match against Lamar,
the University of Texas-Pan
American men’s tennis team
couldn’t have picked a better time
to play its best tennis.
And with half of the remaining
schedule against conference
opponents, the Broncs (7-4, 0-1
conference) are in a prime
position to make waves in the
Southland Conference.
“We feel like we can compete
against anyone in the conference.
There isn’t a big favorite this year
in the conference and we feel like
we can compete against all of
them on a day in, day out basis,”
said head coach Todd Chapman.
“We’ve got some tough matches
coming up, against Lamar
Saturday, and against UTArlington next weekend. We’re
the favorite against Lamar, but
we’ll have to show up and play.
We have a good rivalry going,
and they’ll come here expecting
to beat us like we’re expecting to
beat them.”
In most recent action, the

Broncs came off a nine-day layoff
to pound Cameron 6-1 on
Monday.
After losing the doubles point,
the Broncs rattled off six straight
singles wins to earn the victory.
“I probably wasn’t the smartest
coach in the world scheduling
that match the Monday after
Spring Break,” Chapman said.
“We started slow in the doubles,
and you could tell we had about
nine days off. There wasn’t a lack
of effort, we were just a little
rusty.”
Last season, the Broncs
finished 10-9 and 3-3 in the
Southland Conference. With eight
matches left on the schedule, the
men’s squad is in position to
easily surpass last season’s win
total.
“Coming into the spring we felt
we would have the opportunity to
have a good season and have the
best men’s team Pan Am has had
in a few years,” Chapman said.
“We’re about right where I
thought we would be. When
you’re playing teams that are
close to the same level you are,
you can’t predict wins and losses.
Our best tennis is still in front of
us.”

Women
While the men’s squad is
gearing up for Southland
Conference play, the Lady Broncs
are in the midst of a rebuilding
season.
After stumbling 5-2 to
Cameron on Monday, the Lady
Broncs fell to 3-14 on the season.
“We were in several of the
matches against Cameron and
were in control, but we fell
apart,” Chapman said. “The girls
are struggling with having
feelings of confidence when it
comes time to close out the match
or the set. You can’t practice the
pressure of a real-life match. You
can try to simulate it, but you
can’t practice it.”
But despite the rough and
tumble season, Chapman is
confident the experience will pay
off in seasons down the road.
“If we sat around and worried
about how many we’ve won and
how many we’ve lost, it could be
a negative thing,” he said. “We’re
trying to lay the foundation for
the future. We’re trying to bring
in three or four players in
recruiting, and hopefully we can
turn the corner.”

Photo by Matt Lynch/The Pan American

HIT - Tom Mangelschots stretches to hit a backhand during tennis practice.

Golf teams busy during break New fields help
Lady Broncs take sixth, men’s squad finishes 15th during
Spring Break competition

By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
While the majority of the
student body enjoyed Spring
Break festivities and time off
from school, the University of
Texas-Pan American women’s
golf team was taking care of
business at the 21-team
Snowbird Intercollegiate
Tournament, hosted by Northern
Illinois at the Pebble Creek Golf
and Country Club.
The Lady Broncs were on fire,
shooting a sizzling second-round
score of 308, two strokes off the
school record of 306.
That gave them a 36-hole total
of 636, good for a sixth place
finish.
The Lady Broncs were led by
junior Crystal Frazier and
freshman Daniela Cortes. Frazier
and Cortes each shot scores of 74
in the second round. Frazier's
round equaled her best at the
collegiate level.
Cortes finished the tournament
in 11th place with a total of 153,
and Frazier was 15th overall with
a combined score of 155.
"I was very pleased, and I was

really happy for Crystal and
Daniela," UTPA Head Coach
Barb Odale said. "Both of them
were nervous coming in. We
were disappointed that we
missed the school record by two
strokes, and we know we can
play even better. It gives us
something that we can build on
for the next tournament."
Also contributing with a solid
effort and shooting 80 for the
second round were freshman
Stefanie Maynard, who shot a
two-day total of 162, freshman
Nikki Boychuk shot a 166, and
junior Itziar Unanue shot for a
combined score of 167.
When dust cleared, James
Madison won the tournament
with a brilliant 591 score.
The Lady Broncs will return to
action at the Baylor/Tapatio
Springs Shootout in San Antonio
March 24.
Men’s Golf
The UTPA men’s was also in
action during the break. The
Broncs were trying to build on
their fifth place finish out of 13
teams on March 4 at the Moe

O'Brien Memorial Invitational.
The 17-team Bearkat Classic
hosted by Sam Houston State,
came off at the Waterwood
National Country Club March
17-18.
Unfortunately, the final 18
holes of the tournament were
rained out and the men could not
improve their score, finishing a
disappointing 15th place.
On the first day of the
tournament the Broncs shot
scores of 322 and 315 giving
them a 36-hole total of 637.
Oklahoma City managed to stay
ahead of the bunch and win the
tournament with a score of 588.
The players with major
contributions were junior Paul
Manganilla who led the Broncs
by shooting scores of 79 and 78
for 157 and tying for 39th place.
Freshman Craig Berger shot an
81 and a 77 for a 158, tying for
47th place.
Edinburg standout Rudy
Celedon shot an 83 and a 77 for
160 to tie for 57th place.
The Broncs will do battle
again on March 21 at the Furman
Intercollegiate, in Greenville,
South Carolina.

By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
In the past years, intramural
sports at the University of TexasPan American were popular but
there was something missing. The
activities were held across the
street from the Field house by the
railroad tracks. The participants
had to compete in dirt fields
because of the lack of space on
campus to hold the competitions.
This year the Intramural RecSports Department took a totally
different look and are now more
popular than ever. Their new
fields are now located near the
Bronc Village apartments.
There is plenty of green space
to accommodate the men and
women participating in activities.
There is enough room to have two
softball games and a soccer game
to be played at the same time.
In August, the Intramural RecSports Office moved to the Bronc
Village Apartments. It allows
them to be near the action, right
across from the playing fields.
The number of students involved
in intramural sports is growing
fast and the majority are entering
freshmen.
"We try to get entering
freshmen to participate in

intramurals because we are
hoping that they will keep coming
back every year," said junior Ene
Rios, in her first year working
under the supervision of Charlie
Caceres, coordinator of campus
activities. "It is also a way for
them to make new friends and be
involved with other people."
The most popular sport this
year seems to be flag football,
with 12 teams and two different
leagues. It is not surprising
considering the success of past
teams who made it to the National
Flag Football Championships.
The Vipers reached the
quarterfinals for the fourth
straight year last November at the
co-ed championships in New
Orleans, Louisiana.
Soccer is also popular, with
nine teams competing to win the
single elimination tournament
toward the end of the semester.
There is still an opportunity for
students to compete in Intramural
Rec-Sports. Basketball, Bowling,
Tennis, Volleypalozza, and Fun
Walk have not started yet so there
is still time for students, faculty,
and staff to make up their teams
and register.
Entry forms are available at the
Bronc Village Office in apartment
2101.
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Broncs sweep Iona
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SWING - Junior Aldo Alonzo swings at a pitch during a 14-2 victory over Iona Tuesday. The Broncs swept the Gaels in a three-game series.

By JUAN FLORES
The Pan American

The University of Texas-Pan American
Broncs baseball team finished off the Iona Gaels
of New Rochelle, New York on Tuesday to
complete a three-game sweep over the Gaels.
UTPA defeated Iona 9-8 and 6-1 and
completed the sweep in style with a 14-2 win.
With the three consecutive victories, the Broncs
improved to 14-13 on the season, one game shy

of last year’s win total of 15. They have four out
of the last five games.
“We had our minds set for the game,” firstyear head coach Willie Gawlik said. “We played
great all weekend.”
After the Broncs denied Iona (1-6) in the first
frame, senior Bruce Kennedy smacked a triple
to center field and crossed home on an
overthrow to third base from the outfield to give
a quick UTPA a 1-0 lead.
Pan Am led 1-0 until the bottom of the third

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

UP TO BAT - Junior Matt Sisk follows through in an action against Iona.

inning when the Broncs broke the game wide
open. After singles by Kennedy and sophomore
Marco Garza, junior Matt Sisk drew a walk to
load the bases. One batter later, sophomore Tony
Ortiz belted a single to left and Kennedy scored
for the second time to put the Broncs up 2-0.
With the bases still loaded, Iona pitcher Luke
Lambo hurled a wild pitch to score Garza and
give Pan Am a 3-0 advantage.
Following two more runs by UTPA, freshman
Louie Alamia hit a RBI single to centerfield to
score Eichel, and Alamia later crossed home on
a single by junior Aldo Alonzo to take a
commanding 7-0 lead. Alamia went 1 for 3 at
the plate, and with the successful at-bat
improved his hit streak to 19 games, just three
games shy of the school record set by Joel
Hernandez in 1975.
Kennedy made his second plate appearance of
the third inning count when he belted a triple
deep to center to score Alamia and Jerome
McCoy for an 8-0 UTPA advantage. Kennedy
later crossed home when Garza hit a RBI single
to left field that made the score 9-0.
Kennedy made the most of his at-bats against
Iona, going 4 for 5 with two RBIs and three runs
scored.
“When Kennedy is a strong hitter, he can get
it going,” Gawlik said.
Later in the inning, Ortiz pounded a two-run
double to right field to make the score 12-0. Iona

See IONA page 13

Pan Am second at
inaugural tourney
By JUAN FLORES
The Pan American
The Broncs continued their assault
on last year’s 15-38 record by winning
two of three 2-1 at the first UTPA/Al
Ogletree Classic March 14-16.
The tournament is named after
former Bronc head coach Al Ogletree
who coached the Broncs for 29 (19691997), and ranks 10th on the all-time
collegiate coaching victories list with
1,217 wins.
The Bronc legend also has the
distinction of coaching teams to 12
NCAA Playoff appearances, and
skippered UTPA’s College World
Series Team of 1971. That year the
Broncs finished fourth in the nation
and Ogletree earned national Coach of
the Year honors.
Fast forwarding to 2003, UTPA
won its first and last games of the
tournament, picking up victories
against Prairie View A&M and Iona,
but stumbled against Illinois, the
eventual tournament champion.
Illinois swept the competition at the

See OGLETREE page 13
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Campus

Dr. Michael
Parenti, a noted
political
scientist, author
and progressive
thinker, will be
the keynote
speaker for
South Texas
Community
College
Globalization
Conference, and
he will also be
appearing at the
University of
Texas-Pan
American.
Parenti, the
author of several
left-leaning
books, will
address the
situation in Iraq
at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday,
March 26 at the
Student Union
Auditorium.
Thursday, March
27, he will head
STCC’s
conference at the
Pecan Campus
Auditorium at 11
a.m.
Parenti earned
a doctorate from
Yale University
in 1962, has
taught at a
number of
universities, and
has written 17
books about
American
institutions,
mainly in a
critical vein. His
“Inventing
Reality: The
Politics of News
Media,” was a
big national hit
in 1982.
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Pensive
Pride
Edinburg father follows medic
son’s tour of duty in Iraq
The Pan American
BIG NEWS ON MONDAY NIGHT
Alex Davila reached into his pocket and
pulled out a folded envelope. He had just
heard that President George W. Bush had
given Saddam Hussein 48 hours to leave Iraq
or face American military intervention.
For Davila, a custodian at the University of
Texas-Pan American, hearing that news
carried a bigger impact than it would for most.
As he unsheathed the letter, he said, “This is
from my son, I always carry it with me. Right
now, he’s 20 miles from the Iraqi border.”
When the invasion of Iraq begins, Davila’s
son, Alex Jr., an Edinburg High School
graduate, will be right in the middle of it. As a
Navy ICU nurse, the 30-year-old is part of a
special eight-person team called the Forward
Resuscitative Surgical System, which is
responsible for acting as a team of medics in
the battlefield. While many medical units
remain at the rear of military action, Davila Jr.
and his bunch of specialists will be heading
into the fray right behind the Marines,
according to his father.
“Well, I have many letters from him, this is
just the latest,” said Davila, who works in the
Communication Arts and Sciences building
five days per week. “Alex can only tell us so
much because of how the military watches all
the letters that come out.”
Indeed, one of the latest letters from his
son, postmarked Feb. 14, makes mention of
that fact. It also reflects a yearning on the part
of the younger Davila to brief his father about
the plans of attack. But again, no such chance.
“There are many things I want to tell you,
but I can’t b/c it is top secret information,” Lt.
Davila writes. “The way we are going to
attack is going to be very dangerous to the
FRSS….I want to tell you the battle plans but
I have to wait. Just remember that I love you
very much.”
LIFE ON THE LINE
For his part, Davila the father is confident
that his son is going to be an effective part of
the force that liberates Iraq. He didn’t bat an
eye when he heard the news of the Bush
ultimatum. Such is a father’s faith in a son,

and
a

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

COMMON BOND— Alex Davila Sr. (above) is a UTPA custodian
whose son Alex Jr. (inset) is on the frontlines on the Iraqi border.

man’s faith in his country. Davila Jr. has been
in the service for 12 years. His six brothers
and sisters, ranging from age 12 to 29, are
back in Edinburg. Now the oldest child’s life and those of the other Americans in the
Persian Gulf - is about to get interesting.
Crisis has a tendency to do that.
Until five weeks ago, he was stationed at
Jacksonville, Fla. Then the war zone
beckoned.
“It was like, ‘OK, you got 48 hours to get
packed and go,’” said the father of his son’s
prompt call-up. Forty-eight hours to move.
Just like Saddam.
With the country on the brink of war, some
media outlets insist that America finds itself
somewhat divided over the impending
conflict. But the elder Davila believes
otherwise.
“I can’t say I agree with the anti-war
protesters,” said Davila. “Saddam has been
lying and playing a game with the world for
12 years. It’s time for him to go! The other
countries who bought his story, well…they’re
not us.”
He noted that he’d like to stand on the street
facing the local anti-war group, which has

rallied several times in McAllen during the
last six weeks, and fly the Navy flag his son
sent him. For now, he is content to display the
flag in the front yard of his Edinburg home,
“That’s all you see on TV is the anti-war
stuff, but I think the majority of Americans
are going to support our troops,” said the
custodian.
EXPECTATIONS
Davila says that his son believes the
operation will be a quick one, and that is
something that the Bush administration is
surely counting on. The second United
Nations resolution became a non-starter this
week, and the Americans have decided to go
into Iraq without the backing of the Security
Council. But that doesn’t faze the troops,
according to the Davilas.
“Alex said that the soldiers there think that
70-75 percent of the Iraqi soldiers are going to
surrender, in a hurry,” said the elder Davila.
“The tents for the FRSS are guarded by
Marines and there are jets and helicopters
flying at all times.”
Davila Sr. said his son makes continual

See DUTY page 3

